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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


January 7, 2008


The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on January 7, 2008 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present: Mayor John F. Long, Jr. and Council Members George T. Dowrey III, Betty F. Fitzwater, Richard E. Fulk, Rick N. Layman, O. Gene Nesselrodt, and Timothy S. Proctor.  The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Town Attorney Donald Showalter, Police Chief Jay P. Lantz, and Sergeant Randy Collins.  Also in attendance were:  Judie Carnahan, Liz Fawley, Ronald Fawley, Beverly London, and Fred Olson.
Mayor John F. Long, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.

Mayor Long welcomed new Council members Betty Fitzwater and Richard Fulk.
Approval of Minutes and Bills:
Timothy S. Proctor moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, to adopt the minutes of the December 4, 2007 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $314,205.89.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye
Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye
O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Public Comment:
Beverly London commented that she and Judie Carnahan are in attendance to publicly express their support of the downtown improvements.  She stated that now that the project is complete with the addition of the shrubs and planters, they are quite pleased with the overall concept.  She stated that with the parking (or lack thereof) concerns expressed by some residents, she would ask the Council to consider some means of encouraging business owners not to park in front of their properties.  She further stated that they have observed a number of business owners/tenants who are leaving their vehicles in front of the businesses for long periods of time.  
Both Town Manager Kyle O’Brien and Police Chief Jay Lantz acknowledged that the Town has a two hour parking limit; however, it has never been actively enforced.  Chief Lantz stated that he will certainly instruct officers to pursue if the Council so desires.

Councilman Rick Layman suggested that in an effort to monitor parking, the Town may wish to look at changing the time limit vehicles are allowed to park on Main Street.

Mrs. Carnahan noted that it appears that traffic has slowed down as a result of the improvements, but asked if a “Yield to Pedestrians” sign could be installed at the crosswalks.

Council member Betty Fitzwater thanked the ladies for attending, noting that she has not heard any positive comments about the project.

Mayor Long and Councilman Tim Proctor advised that they have heard a number of positive comments since the addition of the planters and landscaping is now complete.

The Council then briefly discussed the next phase of funding for the streetscape project and agreed to discuss various parking issues during the upcoming months. Mr. O’Brien updated the Council on the application process for the next phase of funding and explained that the application would need to be completed in the fall of 2008, with funding being awarded in the spring of 2009. 

Appointment of Vice-Mayor:
Mayor Long stated that Section 30.03 of the Town Code states “At the first meeting of the Town Council held each year, the Council shall elect from its members, by a majority vote of the members elected, a Vice-Mayor who shall serve for a term of one year.”
George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by O. Gene Nesselrodt, to appoint Timothy S. Proctor as Vice-Mayor for the year 2008.
Betty F. Fitzwater moved, seconded by Timothy S. Proctor, to appoint Rick N. Layman as Vice-Mayor for the year 2008.

Richard E. Fulk moved, seconded by O. Gene Nesselrodt, to close nominations.
Mayor Long called for a vote for those in favor of Timothy Proctor as Vice-Mayor.  The vote was as follows:

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Richard E. Fulk,

Aye

O. Gene Nesselodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Mayor Long then called for a vote for those in favor of Rick Layman as Vice-Mayor.  The vote was as follows:
Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

Mayor Long declared Council member Timothy Proctor as Vice-Mayor for the year 2008.

Resolution – Establishment of Times and Dates of Council Meetings:

Mayor Long stated that the Virginia Code requires the Town Council to pass a resolution establishing the regular meeting times of the Council at the organizational meeting of the Council, following election of new members.
O. Gene Nesselrodt moved, seconded by Betty F. Fitzwater, to adopt an Ordinance and Resolution to Establish the Times of Regular Meetings of the Town Council of the Town of Broadway, Virginia, for the Calendar Year 2008, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment A.

The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Resolution – Street Maintenance:
Mayor Long stated that each member has received a copy of a resolution for the Council’s consideration regarding how newly constructed streets are adopted by VDOT and taken into the state system.  Mr. O’Brien stated that currently, VDOT can only accept a quarter of a mile of new streets each year.  He further stated that with the growth the Town has seen over the past few years, it will take quite a few years to get all of the new streets into the system for VDOT to maintain.  He cited an example that all of Mountaineer Heights Subdivision’s streets have been completed, and have also been inspected and approved by VDOT; however, the streets are not yet in the state system, since a quarter of a mile has already been taken in this year.  He explained that by adopting this resolution, there would be no limit on the amount of streets that VDOT can take into the system, and would begin maintaining them immediately.  He concluded that this would create consistency with all the state approved streets in town.
George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to adopt a Resolution of the Town Council of the Town of Broadway, Virginia, Requesting the Commonwealth Transportation Commissioner to Provide Maintenance for the Streets and Highways Within the Town Pursuant to Virginia Code § 31.1-82, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment B.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Old Business:
The Town Manager reported on the following items of Old Business:
· Wastewater Plant:  Preliminary engineering is continuing in advance of the March 15 deadline.  The phosphorus removal equipment is scheduled to be operational during the second week of January.  The Town’s new superintendent, John Coffman, officially began today, January 7, 2008.  The Town of New Market is currently looking at their engineering report of costs to determine their interest in the facility.
· Census Data:  The Town was once again successful in challenging the Census estimates.  Although the official count of 3,157 is still lower than the actual population, it will increase the amount of funding received from the state.
· Food Processors Water Line Project:  Project is still anticipated to be completed this month.
· New Water Plant Superintendent:  Charles Smith began working last week in a part-time capacity.
Councilman Gene Nesselrodt questioned the status of repairs to the broken water line in the parking area in front of Broadway Supermarket.  Mr. O’Brien explained that the Town had to get an employee of the Virginia Rural Water Association to assist in detecting the leak location, which took longer than anticipated.  He further explained that Maintenance Supervisor Randy Ours had spoken with the supermarket owner, who did not want the pavement torn up prior to the holidays, which also created a delay.  He concluded that he is certain it is scheduled to be repaired this week.
Committee Reports:

Mayor Long stated that new committee assignments have been established due to the recent election. He noted that in an effort to keep continuity, he tried to retain the former committee chairman on the same committee whenever possible.  He noted that one change from last year is that the Town has been previously represented on the CSPDC, and he feels it may be time for another locality to be represented.  For that reason, he advised that Councilman George Dowrey will no longer be serving on the CSPDC.  He stated that a copy of the new committee assignments is included in the minutes as Attachment C. 
He then asked Mr. O’Brien to report on the status of activities for the committees which are as follows:
Parks & Recreation Committee:
A meeting will need to be scheduled.
Finance Committee:
A meeting will need to be scheduled.

Personnel/Police Committee:
All members were provided a copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of December, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment D.
Utilities Committee:
A meeting may be necessary later this month.  All members were provided a copy of the water production report for the month of December, which is included in the minutes as Attachment E.
Streets/Properties:
A meeting will need to be scheduled.
BHP:
No report.
Planning Commission Report:

Council representative George Dowrey stated that the Commission did not meet in December, but its next regular meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2008.
The following committee meetings were scheduled for January 29, 2008:


Parks & Recreation

6:00 p.m.

Finance


6:30 p.m.


Streets/Properties

7:00 p.m.

New Business:
Mr. O’Brien stated that included in each member’s agenda packet was a letter from FEMA, as well as proposed ordinance changes regarding the Town’s floodplain.  He stated that FEMA has recently completed an updated floodplain study of the floodplains in Rockingham County and its incorporated towns.  He further stated that as part of the update, FEMA is requiring each locality to update their ordinance to comply with the current federal regulations.  He advised that the proposed changes to the Town’s ordinance are in bold, and have been approved by FEMA staff for inclusion into the ordinance.  He noted that the actual boundaries of the Town’s floodplain remain unchanged.  He explained that because the floodplain ordinance is a part of the Town’s Land Development Regulations, it will require a public hearing to modify it.  He concluded that this is just an informational item in case there are any questions from the Council in advance of the public hearing. 
Timothy S. Proctor moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, to schedule a joint public hearing of the Council and Planning Commission for consideration of a revised flood plain ordinance as a part of the regular February 5, 2008 Council meeting.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Mr. O’Brien stated that the Town has received a letter from the Ladies Auxiliary of the Chimney Rock VFW for a donation to install a handicap ramp.  He advised that they are asking the Town to consider donating $500 toward this cause.  He further advised that the Town of Timberville has already approved a donation for that amount.  Councilman Gene Nesselrodt stated that he strongly supports the request.  It was decided that the matter be referred to the Finance Committee for discussion since the donation is not a budgeted item.
Mayor Long read a letter from the Town of Bridgewater who will be hosting the next RML meeting scheduled on January 16, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.  He stated that participation in this group has declined over the years and Bridgewater is attempting to revitalize the organization.  He stated that any member interested in attending should let Town staff know.
Town Attorney Donald Showalter provided each newly elected official with a copy of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

                                                             Mayor

John F. Long, Jr.

                                                              Clerk
Marla W. Kline
