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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


December 1, 2009

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on December 1, 2009 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present:  Mayor John F. Long, Jr., and Council Members George T. Dowrey III, Betty F. Fitzwater, Richard E. Fulk, Rick N. Layman, and O. Gene Nesselrodt.  Vice-Mayor Timothy S. Proctor was absent.  The following staff members were present:  Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Assistant Town Attorney Matthew Light, and Police Chief Jay P. Lantz. Also in attendance were Tammy Layman and family, and members, parents, and leaders of Boy Scout Troop 124.
Mayor John F. Long called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.

Approval of Minutes and Bills:
George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Betty F. Fitzwater, to adopt the minutes of the November 3, 2009 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $1,478,597.35.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye
O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Absent
Presentation-Outgoing Council Member Rick N. Layman:

Mayor John F. Long Jr. stated that as this is the final regular meeting for Councilman Rick Layman, who chose not to run for re-election, he would like to recognize him for his 13+ years of service to the town.  He further commented that much has been accomplished in the past 13 1/2 years and Mr. Layman has certainly played a role in those accomplishments.  He concluded by thanking him again for his service and presented him with a plaque and souvenir in recognition of his years of dedication.  
Public Comment:

Members of Boy Scout Troop 124 from the Tenth Legion/Mountain Valley area were recognized.  The merit badge counselor of the group complimented the Town on its very informational and user-friendly website.  She stated that it was quite easy for her to obtain information needed for the meeting, as well as the Town in general.
Old Business:
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reported on the following items of Old Business:
· Citizen Survey:  Was mailed out as part of the newsletter and is also on the Town’s website that can be filled out and submitted electronically.  There has been a good response so far with the deadline for submittal being December 31st.
· Wastewater Treatment Facility:  Construction is continuing and is still on schedule.  The monthly progress meeting was held today.
· Stimulus Money Tree Funds:  A grant will be submitted this week based on the Tree Board’s recommendation of plantings throughout the Town.  These plantings include Springbrook Road, various spots on Main Street, the welcome sign on Route 259, the median on Route 42 from Timberville, and Route 259 west.  Members were reminded that this is a grant which would provide 100% funding with no match from our locality.
· Water Plant PER:  Is now officially approved.  The Utilities Committee will need to meet after the first of the year to discuss various options regarding this project.
· Holiday Lighting Event:  Is scheduled for Wednesday, December 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.; however, the latest weather forecast is predicting 100% chance of rain.  The schools have confirmed that should it be cancelled, they do not have an available make-up date.  Council concurred that obviously the event cannot be held if it is raining and, unfortunately, it may be necessary to cancel the event.  It was agreed to wait until Wednesday to make a decision. 
Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman George Dowrey stated that he has no report, but he does have a concern he would like to express.  He stated that previously, the subject of the sale or demolition of a historical blacksmith shop located on property on West Springbrook Road has been briefly discussed.  He further stated that he has not heard anything about the matter recently, and would like to be assured that the building remains in Town as a result of its historical impact.  He concluded by stating that he would like to see if there are any grant programs and/or funding available that could be used to assist the Town in purchasing/renovating this building as a historical site.  Mr. O’Brien stated that in speaking with Rev. Paul Roth, who has been instrumental in the preservation of the Elder John Kline house, he has indicated that he is working with a local tourism director to possibly relocate the blacksmith shop.  Mr. Dowrey commented that he just wants to make sure the Council is kept informed on the status of this building.
Finance Committee:
Mr. O’Brien reported that the Town’s fiscal year 2009 audit has been finalized and a copy of the financial statement has been provided to each member.
Personnel/Police Committee:
Chairman Rick Layman reported that his committee met and is recommending approval of several items requiring Council action.  He reminded members that as a part of budget discussions for fiscal year 09/10 budget, 3% cost of living raises for employees were deferred from July 1 until January 1, 2010, but were included in the budget approval.  Rick N. Layman moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, to provide a 3% cost of living increase, as budgeted, to all employees, with exception of the new maintenance employee, effective January 1, 2010.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Absent

He stated that his committee is again recommending that a monetary gift be given to employees as a token of the Council’s appreciation for their dedication and hard work throughout the year, as well as a ham or turkey to each Council member and Planning Commission member.  Rick N. Layman moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to approve a $250 gift to each full-time employee and a ham or turkey to each Council and Planning Commission member.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Absent

He advised that his committee is also recommending implementation of the LEOS supplemental retirement program for the Town’s police department.  He further advised that funding for this was also included as a part of the budget approval.  He reminded members that this program provides enhanced benefits for employees in hazardous duty occupations and Broadway is the only jurisdiction in the area that does not have this service.  Rick N. Layman moved, seconded by Betty F. Fitzwater, to approve a resolution, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment A, authorizing the implementation of the LEOS program effective January 1, 2010.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Absent

He stated that the final item he has is ratification of action taken by his committee in filling the vacancy in the maintenance department.  He advised that the Town received 101 applications for the vacant position and five candidates were interviewed.  He stated that Chad Dellinger of Fulks Run was offered the position, which he accepted.  He further stated that Mr. Dellinger has extensive experience in heavy equipment operation, utilities, etc. and began work on November 30, 2009. George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Rick N. Layman, to ratify the action of the personnel committee in the hiring of Chad Dellinger effective November 30, 2009 as a full-time maintenance employee.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Absent

A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of November is included in the minutes as Attachment B.
Utilities Committee:
Chairman Gene Nesselrodt reported that his committee met prior to the Council meeting to review and consider bids for relocation of the outfall line at the wastewater treatment facility.  Mr. O’Brien reminded members that relocation of this line will save the Town significantly in future electric costs.  He stated that the lowest bid submitted was $401,500 from DLB, Inc. and the Town’s engineering firm is recommending that this bid be accepted.  O. Gene Nesselrodt moved, seconded by Betty F. Fitzwater, to accept the low bid of in the amount of $401,500 and award the project to DLB, Inc.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Absent

A copy of the water production report for the month of November is included in the minutes as Attachment C.
Streets/Properties:
No report.

CSPDC:

Council representative George Dowrey stated that he has no report, but the commission will be holding its annual dinner/meeting on Wednesday, December 2nd.
BHP:
Council representative Richard Fulk reported that he has no report, but the Board’s next meeting will be Monday, December 7th.
Planning Commission Report:

Council representative George Dowrey reported that the Commission met November 9th and finalized the citizen survey, which has been mailed and posted on the website.  He advised that after the first of the year, the Commission will begin the Comprehensive Plan update process. 
New Business:
Mr. O’Brien stated that Rockingham County is moving ahead with implementation of a meals tax as approved by a voter referendum during the November election.  He reminded members that currently, Broadway is the only Town within the County that does not have a meals tax.  He advised that the implementation of a meals tax by the County will not have any impact on those Towns that already have a meals tax in place.  However, for restaurants in Broadway, they will have to implement the tax once the County adopts the ordinance.  He further advised that there are simply two options – implement the tax, which will allow the Town to collect, or do not implement the tax, which will allow for the County to collect.  He concluded by stating that if the Council chooses to implement the tax, the Town would be required to have a public hearing and a first reading of the ordinance, and then could adopt the ordinance at the following meeting.  Therefore, assuming the Town proceeds with the tax, the earliest it could be implemented is February.  After a brief discussion, Betty F. Fitzwater moved, seconded by O. Gene Nesselrodt, to schedule a public hearing as a part of the regular January 5, 2009 Council meeting to consider adoption of a meals tax not to exceed 4% which is the rate the County is proposing to implement.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Absent

Mayor Long advised that it has been his policy to make new committee assignments every two years and since there will be a new member effective January 1, he has realigned the committees.  He provided a copy of the new committees to each member, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment D.
Assistant Town Attorney Matt Light advised that he understands that Rockingham County Clerk of Court Chaz Evans-Haywood will be in attendance at the January Council meeting to swear in the newly elected Council members.  He reminded anyone unable to be in attendance to please go by the Courthouse and get sworn in prior to January 1.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
                                                             Mayor

John F. Long, Jr.
                                                              Clerk
Marla W. Kline, MMC
