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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


March 3, 2009

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on March 3, 2009 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following Council members were present: Mayor John F. Long, Jr., Vice-Mayor Timothy S. Proctor, and Council Members George T. Dowrey III, Betty F. Fitzwater, Richard E. Fulk, and Rick N. Layman.  Councilman O. Gene Nesselrodt was absent.  The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Town Attorney Donald Showalter, and Police Chief Jay P. Lantz.  Also in attendance was Florence Barrett.
Mayor John F. Long, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.

Mayor Long welcomed those in attendance and advised that Councilman Gene Nesselrodt would not be attending due to illness.

Approval of Minutes and Bills:
George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Timothy S. Proctor, to adopt the minutes of the February 3, 2009 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $564,121.38.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye
O. Gene Nesselrodt

Absent

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Public Comment:

There were no comments from the public.

Ordinance – Small Purchase Procedure, Professional Services:

Mayor Long familiarized everyone with Section 34.21 of the Town’s Code that addresses “Professional Services Not Exceeding $30,000” and provides that the Town may adopt an ordinance to prescribe procurement procedures for professional services under $30,000.  He explained that although the Town does not have to adhere to the Public Procurement Act since its “official” population is under 3,500, some funding agencies require that the Act is followed in procuring these services in a more timely and less expensive manner.  Richard E. Fulk moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, to adopt the following ordinance:

34.21 Professional Services Not Exceeding $30,000

(A)  Professional services mean work performed by an independent contractor within the scope of the practice of accounting, actuarial services, architecture, land surveying, landscape architecture, dentistry, medicine, optometry, pharmacy or professional engineering.

(B) Insofar as it is practical, no fewer than three firms shall be solicited to submit proposals.

(C) The successful firm shall be selected from the submittals based on criteria established by the Town Council for each specific project.

The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Absent

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Old Business:
Mr. O’Brien then reported on the following items of Old Business:
· Wastewater Treatment Facility:  Construction is underway, and everything is going smoothly so far.  The first official progress meeting will be held Thursday, March 5th.  The Sewer System Evaluation Study (SSES) was completed in February and all members have been provided a copy of the report.  Additionally, everyone has been provided with a proposed schedule that differs from the one in the report, which has been submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for approval and would allow the Town additional time to get some of the work completed.  New Market is still on board to pay $2.25 million (its cost to become a wastewater customer) and has been notified that if payment is not received, interest will begin accruing at approximately $9,400 a month following the 90 day period from issuance of the Town’s permit.  The Town continues to await word from DEQ as to whether they will accept the proposed 5 mg/l concentration for the interim phosphorus limit.  A letter was sent to DEQ explaining that dropping the phosphorus concentration any lower would cause increased sludge production and would obviously require increased sludge removal during the time of construction.  It is very likely that the sludge removal operation would interfere with construction activity.  Finally, the pretreatment program is complete and DEQ has advertised it for public comment.  Once the public comment period is complete, the Town will officially issue pretreatment permits to its significant industrial users.
· Audit Recommendation:  As discussed previously, there was a recommendation in the audit regarding strengthening internal control with regard to the bank reconciliation process that, currently, the Treasurer has sole responsibility over.  The Treasurer is continuing to do this process, but it is being reviewed by the administrative assistant.  
· Preliminary Engineering Report, Plains Mill Spring:  The bid opening for this project took place on February 27, 2009 and six proposals were received.  It is being recommended that the Utilities Committee interview three of the engineering firms that have the most experience in this field and to then award the bid based on information obtained from the interviews.
Timothy S. Proctor moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, to authorize the Utilities Committee to interview the three selected firms and to further authorize the committee to award the bid for the preliminary engineering report for the Plains Mill Spring.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Absent

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman George Dowrey reported that the committee met and discussed various items related to improvements to the Community Park and pool.  He stated that there are three quotations for consideration for proposed installation of new filter systems and a chemical automation system in the pump room at the pool.  He advised that these improvements will greatly enhance the pool operation and correct backwash problems the Town has experienced in the past.  George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to award the project to Blue Ridge Pools, a company that has previously done work for the Town and is very familiar with the pool operations, at a cost of $24,960.00.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Absent

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Mr. Dowrey stated that the committee is also considering a phased replacement of playground equipment and the Town Manager is obtaining quotations which will be considered as a part of the budget process.
Mr. Dowrey also reported that at the meeting, the committee discussed possibly renting the community center building out full time to a private business in order to generate additional revenue, since the center doesn’t receive many rentals.  He concluded by stating that the building is in need of improvements and this matter needs to be re-addressed by the committee to determine the direction they wish to proceed.
In a related matter, Mr. O’Brien stated that apparently there is some concern from parents of swim team members regarding the lack of practice space in the past.  He stated that he will be meeting with pool staff to assure that planning is done accordingly for the summer season to remedy this problem. 

Councilman Timothy Proctor stated that having served on the Park Board in the past, he knows that there have previously been improvement plans; and suggested that the committee consider preparing a long range plan/five-year budget for improvements to the park and community center.
It was agreed that the committee would meet again at a later date to re-address several park related matters.

Finance Committee:
Chairman Timothy Proctor stated that a meeting will be needed to review a first draft of the proposed budget for fiscal year 2009/2010 and can be scheduled in conjunction with other committee meetings.
Personnel/Police Committee:
Chairman Rick Layman stated that his committee will also need to meet this month to consider budget recommendations.  A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of February is included in the minutes as Attachment A.
Utilities Committee:
Mr. O’Brien stated that he will contact Chairman Nesselrodt to determine a suitable date for this committee meeting, as well as the other committees needing to meet.  A copy of the water production report for the month of February is included in the minutes as Attachment B.
Streets/Properties:
No report.
CSPDC:

No report.
BHP:
Council representative Richard Fulk reported that the Kids Fishing Day will be held on May 2, 2009. He also reported that the group’s executive director met with representatives of the Broadway-Timberville Chamber of Commerce to consider the Autumn Day and Fall Festival events which are held in September and October respectively.  He explained that there has been some confusion due to the dates being so close together and it has been proposed to re-consider the dates, as well as explore ways to enhance both festivals.

Planning Commission Report:

Council representative George Dowrey reported that the commission did not meet during February and its next regular scheduled meeting will be March 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  Mr. O’Brien advised that it is his understanding that Chairman Richard Claybrook will be resigning from the Commission as a result of his recent judgeship appointment.  Mayor Long stated that Mr. Claybrook has served on the commission for a number of years and will certainly be missed.
New Business:
Mr. O’Brien stated that as a result of the recently passed federal stimulus package, there is the potential for funds to be available to the Town for construction of a new water treatment plant.  He further stated that although this in no way commits the Council, a resolution is necessary to proceed with the grant application and puts the Town on the list for possible funding.   He then presented a resolution authorizing the seeking of planning funds from the Virginia Department of Health – Office of Dring Water for a $7,000,000 Water Treatment Plant construction project.  Richard E. Fulk moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, to adopt the resolution, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment C.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye
O. Gene Nesselrodt

Absent

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Mayor Long advised that a VDOT public hearing will be held on March 12, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. at the Augusta County Government Center to provide information on potential budget cuts as a result of the economy.
George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, that the Town Council convene in closed session pursuant to Va. Code § 2.2-3711 in order to consult with legal counsel pertaining to actual or probable litigation.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Absent

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Rick N. Layman moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, that only public business matters lawfully exempted from the open meeting requirement and only such matters as identified by the motion to enter into Closed Session were discussed.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Absent

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

                                                             Mayor

John F. Long, Jr.

                                                              Clerk
Marla W. Kline, CMC
