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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


May 5, 2009

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on May 5, 2009 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following Council members were present: Mayor John F. Long, Jr., Vice-Mayor Timothy S. Proctor, and Council Members Betty F. Fitzwater, Richard E. Fulk, Rick N. Layman, and O. Gene Nesselrodt.  Council member George T. Dowrey III arrived late. The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Town Attorney Donald Showalter, and Police Chief Jay P. Lantz.  Also in attendance were Florence Barrett, Roy Billhimer, Pablo Cuevas, Timothy Schmoyer, Peggy Turner, and Ron Turner.
Mayor John F. Long, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.

Approval of Minutes and Bills:
Richard E. Fulk, moved, seconded by O. Gene Nesselrodt, to adopt the minutes of the April 7, 2009 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $205,357.01.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Absent

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye
O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Presentation - Broadway Bruins:

Roy Billhimer, representing the Broadway Bruins baseball team, thanked the Council for allowing him to make a presentation concerning the team’s status.  He stated that since the team relocated to Broadway several years ago, it has received tremendous community support and its goal is to continue to provide family-oriented entertainment to the community.  He further stated that the team is starting the season approximately $2,000 in the red and although it has received some financial support from area businesses, it is still very much in need of donations in order to continue its operation.  He concluded by requesting that the Town consider including funding in its budget, as well as consider participating by sponsoring an ad in the program book.  He then provided members with information concerning the advertising pricing.
Pablo Cuevas expressed support of the team and commended Mr. Billhimer on his efforts and hard work he puts into the team, as well as the community as a whole.

Mayor Long thanked Mr. Billhimer for providing the information regarding the team and assured him that the Council will consider his funding request.
Public Comment:

There were no additional comments from the public.

Public Hearing – Fiscal Year 2009/2010 Budget:
Mayor Long stated that as required by state law, the proposed budget for fiscal year 2009-2010 was printed in summary form and properly advertised at least seven days prior to the public hearing in the Daily News Record.  He stated that the total amount of the budget is $11,858,000.  Mayor Long opened the public hearing and asked Town Manager Kyle O’Brien to present the proposed budget.

Mr. O’Brien then provided a power point presentation and familiarized everyone with the proposed budget.  He stated that the proposed Fiscal Year 2010 Budget totals $11,858,000 for all Town operations, personnel expenses, capital improvements, and debt service requirements.  He stated that the budget is balanced and prepared in accordance with all applicable federal and state laws; and reflects a 33% increase from the Fiscal Year 2009 approved budget.  He further stated that this budget again reflects the Town’s ongoing efforts to continue providing high quality services while maintaining some of the lowest tax and fee structures in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  He stated that the significant growth in this year’s proposed budget is due solely to the ongoing construction at the wastewater treatment facility.  He explained that unlike Cities and Counties who rely on a significant amount of revenue from the Commonwealth, the Town only receives approximately 8% of its General Fund Revenue from the Commonwealth.    Additionally, he noted that during the rapid growth period that occurred during the majority of this decade, the Town kept its staff lean and remained conservative.  Therefore, he stated that these facts, coupled with the reality that the Town now receives a significant amount of non-taxpayer revenue from outside the Town (wastewater fees), puts Broadway in an enviable position during these difficult financial times.  He noted however, that the Town still must be cognizant of the financial state of the country and state and more importantly, its citizens during this difficult time; and he feels the proposed budget reflects these important facts, yet continues to maintain the level of service that Broadway citizens have come to expect.
He then provided the following overview of the budget:
General Fund:
Total general fund revenues are $1,023,200, a decrease of 3.61% over the current year.  Although the rates for all taxes remain at the same level as last year, the amount collected from real estate taxes is increasing slightly, due to increased inventory; while there is a significant decrease in personal property taxes due to the continued decrease in vehicle values.  The County conducts a census of school age children every three years, and Broadway had a significant increase of school age children during that time, which is the basis for the disbursement of sales tax, and is expected to increase almost 40% during the proposed budget year.  The current year budget included six months of collections of a meals tax in anticipation of the County adopting this tax; however, since the tax was never implemented in the County, the Town has also chosen not to do so. 
Expenditures for the general fund total $1,042,300, which is a 1.81% decrease over the current year. The administration function again accounts for the largest portion (43%) of the total general fund budget, followed by public safety at 26%.  Other expenditures in the general fund include highways & streets (5% of budget), parks & recreation (10%), and sanitation (16%).  Salary increases, including a 3% COLA, are being deferred until January 1, 2010.  In addition, implementation of the LEOS program for the police department is being proposed to be effective on January1, 2010 as well.
Water Fund:

Total water fund revenue is $450,800, a 9.48% decrease over the current year.  Revenue includes a 10% rate increase to the minimum fee, as well as the per thousand gallon fee.  This is needed in order to offset rising costs and continue preparations for spring construction in the future.  For the average family that uses 5,000 gallons of water per month, this increase would equate to an increase of $3.02 per billing cycle (every two months).  Revenues also include a proposed $1,000 increase per connection.  Total expenditures are $526,100 and are fairly standard, with the only exception being the one-time payment to the spring owner for the conservation easement, and the new required testing for crypto.
Sewer Fund:
Total sewer fund revenues are $10,384,000, an increase of 41.23% over the current year.  The sewer fund continues to be inflated due to ongoing construction at the wastewater treatment plant that is funded through a combination of loan and grant proceeds.  Revenue also includes an increase of 3.7% in operating charges and a $1,000 increase in connection fees.  Total expenditures of $10,289,600 reflect completion of the $12 million construction project.
He concluded that the proposed budget is balanced in accordance with state statutes, and revenues are based on conservative estimates, while expenditures are based on historical data, as well as actual proposed costs.  The proposed budget continues the Town’s fiscal prudence, while continuing to provide the highest quality service that its citizens have come to expect.
Mayor Long thanked Mr. O’Brien for the excellent presentation and invited comments in support of or in opposition to the proposed budget.

Timothy Schmoyer inquired about the LEOS program that was referred to by Mr. O’Brien.  Mr. O’Brien explained that it is a supplemental benefit program available to police officers through the Virginia Retirement System and Broadway is one of the few localities that does not offer this program to its employees.  He further advised that the program has become quite instrumental when hiring new officers, as well as retaining current ones.
Having confirmed that there was no one else in attendance wishing to speak in support of or in opposition of the proposed budget, Mayor Long closed the public hearing.

Mayor Long advised that state regulations require that the budget public hearing and adoption of a budget be held on different dates and noted that no action can be taken during this meeting.  He further advised that consideration of adoption of the budget will be held as a part of the regular June 2, 2009 Council meeting.  A copy of the proposed budget is included in the minutes as Attachment A.
Public Hearing – FY 2009 Budget Amendment:
Mayor Long stated that as required by state law, a budget amendment that exceeds 1% of total expenditures or $500,000, whichever is lesser, shall require a public hearing.  He further stated that unlike adopting a full fiscal year budget, the amendment(s) may be adopted at the same meeting the public hearing is held.  

Mr. O’Brien advised that the amendments include the following:

· General Fund:  Legal Expenses

· General Fund:  Park Capital Outlay (Pump room)
· Water Fund:  Early Drive Water Line      
· Sewer Fund:  Decrease in Capital Costs
Mayor Long opened the public hearing and invited comments in support of or in opposition to the budget amendments.  Having confirmed that there was no one in attendance wishing to speak concerning the budget amendments; Mayor Long closed the Public Hearing.  Timothy S. Proctor moved, seconded by O. Gene Nesselrodt, to adopt an amended Fiscal Year 2008/2009 Budget in the amount of $8,999,000 as follows:








FY2009

FY2009







Adopted

Amended

Revenue:



General Fund



$1,061,500
$1,150,500



Water Fund



     498,000
     698,000



Sewer Fund



   7,352,800
  7,150,500


  Total Revenue



$8,912,300
$8,999,000







Expenditures:



General Fund




General/Administrative

$   456,500
$   501,500



Public Safety


     320,000
     320,000




Highways & Streets
 
       41,500
       44,500




Parks & Recreation

       85,000
      126,000




Sanitation


     158,500
     158,500



Enterprise Funds:




Water, Operations

     498,000
     698,000




Sewer, Operations

  7,352,800
  7,150,500


Total Expenditures:


$8,912,300
$8,999,000
The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Absent

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

A copy of the amended budget in detail is included in the minutes as Attachment B.
Old Business:
Mr. O’Brien then reported on the following items of Old Business:
· Wastewater Treatment Facility:  Construction is continuing and there are no change orders pending.  
· Pool:  Work is complete and the pool is filled and chlorinated.
· Planning Commission Vacancy:  To date, no letters of interest have been received. 
· Preliminary Engineering Report, Plains Mill Spring:  Work is ongoing.  No word yet on the grant application from the Health Department.
Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman George Dowrey stated that after much thought and deliberation, the committee has concurred that it would like to retain control of the community center and to continue renting the facility.  He further stated that Mr. O’Brien is working on a five-year Capital Improvement Plan for the park outlining a proposed time frame for renovations to the facility.
Mayor Long asked that Mr. Dowrey’s committee consider the Broadway Bruins funding request.  It was agreed that the committee would meet on May 19, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. to consider the request.

Finance Committee:
Chairman Timothy Proctor reported that his committee had met jointly with the Personnel/Police Committee and all issues addressed have been covered as part of the budget presentation.
Personnel/Police Committee:
Chairman Rick Layman reported that all items discussed by his committee have also been addressed and he has no additional report.  A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of April is included in the minutes as Attachment C.
Utilities Committee:
No report.  A copy of the water production report for the month of April is included in the minutes as Attachment D.
Streets/Properties:
No report.
CSPDC:

Council representative George Dowrey reported that a highlight of the most recent meeting was discussion about the economic stimulus funding that has recently been set aside for communities.  He stated that the committee is also continuing work on a bicycle/pedestrian program.
BHP:
Council representative Richard Fulk reported that the BHP Board met on April 27th.  He stated that the Kids Fishing Day was held on May 2, 2009 and was quite a successful event with approximately 120 participants.  He advised that the next BHP sponsored event will be the group’s annual Geranium Sale on May 9th.  He also advised that the group is in the process of planning the annual 5K Race and Chickenstock which will be held on July 18th.  He concluded by providing the Council with the following dates for additional upcoming events:


September 12, 2009

Autumn Day



September 26, 2009

Broadway Barks



October 30, 2009

Halloweenfest

Planning Commission Report:

Council representative George Dowrey reported that the Commission had met and addressed several items of business.  He stated that the Commission voted to recommend that a citizen survey be sent out this summer.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the Council to conduct another survey, but not to send it out until with the fall newsletter.  George T. Dowrey moved, seconded by Rick N. Layman, to again conduct a survey of Town citizens and to include it with the quarterly newsletter that will be mailed out in October.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Mr. Dowrey also reported that Commission members had toured the portion of the former Hartz plant that Randy Cosner is proposing to use for the purpose of materials storage for the eventual manufacturing of concrete.  He stated that after the site visit and further discussion of the request, the Commission voted to approve the request contingent upon a number of recommendations being met. Additionally, members were advised that the operation must comply with all other regulations of the M-1 district.
New Business:
Easement - Columbia Gas:
Mr. O’Brien stated that the Town has received a request from Columbia Gas for an additional easement to install another gas line across the wastewater treatment plant property.   He advised that Columbia Gas is proposing to pay the Town $11,368.00 for the additional easement.  He concluded that the Town Attorney’s office has reviewed the proposal and is recommending approval.  Rick N. Layman moved, seconded by Timothy S. Proctor, to approve a deed of easement or right of way between the Town of Broadway and Columbia Gas, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment E.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Rick N. Layman

Aye
O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Proposal - Tree City USA:
Mr. O’Brien stated that all members have received a copy of a letter from a citizen requesting that the Council consider becoming part of the Tree City USA program that is sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation.  Members concurred that this appears to be a beneficial program; however, they would like to have more information prior to making a decision.  Mayor Long asked Mr. O’Brien to obtain additional information for future consideration by the Streets/Properties Committee.
Other Business:
Councilman Rick Layman expressed concern regarding the bark/mulch material that is located around the play equipment at the Heritage Park and the potential for injury to children. Mr. O’Brien advised that at the time the park was constructed, the material used was the most cost efficient; however, there are other options available.  Mayor Long asked that Mr. O’Brien look into the matter and then review the matter with the Parks & Recreation Committee.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

                                                             Mayor

John F. Long, Jr.

                                                              Clerk
Marla W. Kline, CMC
