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BROADWAY PLANNING COMMISSION


October 29, 2009

The Broadway Planning Commission met on October 29, 2009 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  Commission Members present were Tom Buskirk, George Dowrey, and Bev London.  Members Kim Branner and Dale Showalter were absent.  Staff members Kyle O’Brien and Marla Kline were present.  Also present were Bonnie Riedesel and Monica Plecker.
In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, Town Manager Kyle O’Brien called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:
George Dowrey moved, seconded by Tom Buskirk, to adopt the minutes of the June 8, 2009 session of the Planning Commission. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Absent


Tom Buskirk


Aye
George Dowrey

Aye


Beverly London

Aye

Dale Showalter

Absent
New Business:

Mr. O’Brien welcomed Bonnie Riedesel, Executive Director of the Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission (CSPDC).  Ms. Riedesel familiarized the commission with the work of the CSPDC and advised that the CSPDC serves 24 governments throughout Rockingham, Augusta, Rockbridge, Highland, and Bath Counties.  She further advised that they provide a number of services to the counties, towns, and cities within these areas including technical assistance and grant writing services.  Ms. Riedesel stated that the Town of Broadway’s Comprehensive Plan was last updated in 2004 and reminded everyone that as required by state law it must be updated every five years.  Ms. Riedesel, along with Monica Plecker, a JMU student interning at the CSPDC, then provided a power point presentation with an overview of the Comprehensive Plan and how CSPDC staff can assist the Town with the update process.  She noted that as census data information will be obtained in 2010, it may be advantageous for the Town to begin its update process, but to delay its final adoption until this data can be included in the plan.  She reminded members of the following important qualities of a Comprehensive Plan:
· Official Document

· Long Range

· Focuses on physical development

· Reflects community goals

· General in nature, but not vague

She stated that the process of updating the plan is as follows:
· Fact Finding

· Public Input

· Adoption (2 Public Hearings)
· Implementation

She stated that a review of the Town’s current plan confirms that it is a well developed document and contains very good information.  She noted that two elements of the plan, Housing and Transportation, will definitely need additional information as a result of new requirements.  She also suggested that goals and objectives of the community be re-visited to assure that they remain the same or changed if they are no longer applicable.  As a part of the process update, she encouraged ongoing communication between the Planning Commission and the Council to assure that the plan is updated according to the desires of everyone.

In summary, Ms. Riedesel stated that she would first recommend that current data be updated to reflect accurate rate information, etc. followed by a visit to expand the goals and objectives section.  She suggested then adding adequate information to the transportation and housing sections; make sure all maps are in sync, and then address any new concerns and/or changing conditions that may impact the Town.  She then provided a Comprehensive Plan Update Checklist, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment A.
Ms. Riedesel concluded by offering to provide staff support and/or assistance in any way.

Old Business:
There were no items of old business.
Other Business:

Mr. O’Brien stated that a sample citizen survey has been provided for informational purposes.  Commission members briefly reviewed the survey and concurred that it be included in the Town’s next newsletter and placed on the Town’s website.  Members agreed that this will provide valuable information to be included in the Comprehensive Plan update.  Commission member Tom Buskirk suggested that civic groups/clubs be contacted to encourage their support of participation and input in the survey.  Commission members agreed to delay finalization of the survey until the regular November meeting at which time, hopefully, all members will be present to discuss. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
 ______________________________
Marla W. Kline, MMC, Clerk
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