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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


January 5, 2010

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on January 5, 2010 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present:  Mayor John F. Long, Jr., Vice-Mayor Timothy S. Proctor, and Council Members Keith A. Clark, George T. Dowrey III, Betty F. Fitzwater, Richard E. Fulk, and O. Gene Nesselrodt. The following staff members were present:  Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Town Attorney Donald E. Showalter, Police Chief Jay P. Lantz, and Police Sergeant Randy Collins. Also in attendance were Florence Barrett, Chaz Evans-Haywood, Doug Geib, Jeremy Hunt, Shannon Orebaugh, and Mark Starling.
Prior to the call to order of the meeting, John F. Long, Jr., who was re-elected as Mayor in the November election, and Keith A. Clark, George T. Dowrey III, and Timothy S. Proctor, who were elected/ re-elected in the November election, were administered their oaths of office by Rockingham County Clerk of Court Chaz Evans-Haywood.  The newly elected members were then presented their official election certificates by County Registrar Doug Geib.  

Mayor John F. Long called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.
Mayor Long welcomed new member Keith Clark and thanked him for his interest and willingness to serve the community by running for Council.
Approval of Minutes and Bills:
George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to adopt the minutes of the December 1, 2009 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $1,404,785.60.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye


Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Public Hearing – Meals Tax:
Mayor John F. Long Jr. stated that the first item of business is a public hearing for consideration of adoption of a meals tax.  Mr. O’Brien explained that the proposed ordinance is very similar to one being implemented in Rockingham County as a result of approval of a meals tax by voter referendum during the November election.  He reminded members that Broadway is the only Town within the County that does not currently have a meals tax, and the County will be able to collect from businesses located within the Town unless the Town chooses to implement the tax.  He further reminded members that the proposed rate is 4%, which is the same that will be imposed by the County, and will generate approximately $100,000 in revenue which will be placed in the Town’s General Fund.  He concluded by stating that the ordinance, if approved, will require a second reading at the February Council meeting and will go in effect immediately after that reading.  Mayor Long opened the public hearing and invited input in support of or in opposition to the adoption of a Town meals tax.  Having confirmed that there was no one in attendance wishing to speak in support of or in opposition to the proposed meals tax, Mayor Long closed the public hearing.  George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Timothy S. Proctor, to approve AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN OF BROADWAY, VIRGINIA, BY CREATING A NEW CHAPTER 56 THEREOF, AND LEVYING A TAX ON MEALS SOLD WITHIN THE TOWN.  Councilman Richard Fulk inquired as to where exceptions for concession vendors and/or groups such as the Broadway Bruins and Little League fall in the ordinance.  Town Attorney Donald Showalter explained that the language in the proposed ordinance is relevantly common among other communities and provides enough leniency to allow for exceptions such as the ones Mr. Fulk referenced.  Furthermore, he advised the tax is not applicable to non-profit organizations.  After brief further discussion, the motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  

Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye


Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
A copy of the ordinance is included in the minutes as Attachment A.  
Public Comment:

Shannon Orebaugh, having arrived after the public hearing, asked where the meals tax funds will be allocated, to which Mr. O’Brien reiterated that the funds collected will go to the Town’s General Fund.
Old Business:
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reported on the following items of Old Business:
· Wastewater Treatment Facility:  Construction is continuing and is actually ahead of schedule.  A progress meeting was held today, followed by a preconstruction meeting with DLB for the outfall line.  The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has recently announced that WQIF funds (grant funding) for wastewater projects are nearly exhausted, and as of July 1, 2010, these funds will be distributed at .78 cents to the dollar awarded.  Fortunately, it appears that the wastewater project will be completed by July 1, so this should have no impact on the Town’s project.
· Stimulus Money Tree Funds:  The Town was notified by telephone this week that it was successful in obtaining grant funding for the tree planting projects.  It appears the total amount awarded is in the $40,000 range, but official notice and the exact amount are forthcoming. 
· Citizen Survey:  There has been a good response to date with over 100 completed surveys having been returned.  The overall response has been positive for services provided.  The data will be compiled and information will be presented to Council in the upcoming months.
· Water Plant PER:  Is now officially approved.  The Utilities Committee will need to meet to discuss the various options regarding this project.
Committee Reports:

Mayor Long stated that none of the Town’s committees have met since committee reassignments, but he understands it will be necessary for the Finance and Utilities Committees to meet in the upcoming month.  George Dowrey stated that he would like for the Streets & Properties Committee to meet as well.  It was agreed to schedule meetings of the Finance, Utilities, and Streets & Properties Committees on January 14, 2010 beginning at 6:30 p.m.

A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of December is included in the minutes as Attachment B and a copy of the water production report for the month of December is included in the minutes as Attachment C.
CSPDC:

No report.
BHP:
No report.
Planning Commission Report:

No report.  
New Business:
Resolution – Establishment of Times and Dates of Council Meetings:

Mayor Long stated that the Virginia Code requires the Town Council to pass a resolution establishing the regular meeting times of the Council at the organizational meeting of the Council, and considering this is the first meeting of the new calendar year, it is necessary to establish the times for 2010.  Timothy S. Proctor moved, seconded by Betty F. Fitzwater, to adopt an Ordinance and Resolution to Establish the Times of Regular Meetings of the Town Council of the Town of Broadway, Virginia, for the Calendar Year 2010, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment D.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:  
Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye


Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye


Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Appointment of Vice-Mayor:
Mayor Long stated that Section 30.03 of the Town Code states “At the first meeting of the Town Council held each year, the Council shall elect from its members, by a majority vote of the members elected, a Vice-Mayor who shall serve for a term of one year.”

Richard E. Fulk moved, seconded by George T. Dowrey III, to appoint Timothy S. Proctor as Vice-Mayor for the year 2010.  Mayor Long asked if there were any other nominations.  After hearing none and confirming that Mr. Proctor would serve, he closed nominations and the motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote: 
Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye


Betty F. Fitzwater

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye


Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Other Business:

Mayor Long expressed thanks to Town employees for their dedication and efforts during the recent severe weather.  He noted that after spending hours plowing snow and spreading salt, Town maintenance employees spent the majority of Christmas Eve repairing a water main break on Sunset Drive.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
                                                             Mayor

John F. Long, Jr.
                                                              Clerk
Marla W. Kline, MMC
