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BROADWAY PLANNING COMMISSION


January 11, 2010

The Broadway Planning Commission met on January 11, 2010 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  Commission Members present were Kim Branner, Tom Buskirk, Beverly London, O. Gene Nesselrodt, and Dale Showalter.  Staff members Kyle O’Brien and Marla Kline were present.

Chairman Dale Showalter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:
Tom Buskirk moved, seconded by Beverly London, to adopt the minutes of the November 9, 2009 session of the Planning Commission. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye


Tom Buskirk


Aye
Beverly London

Aye


O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye
Dale Showalter

Aye
New Business:
Chairman Showalter welcomed newly appointed Council representative Gene Nesselrodt to the Commission.

· Review of Planning Commission By-Laws:  Mr. Showalter stated that he thought it would be a good idea for all members to have a copy of the Planning Commission Bylaws and gave members an opportunity to suggest any changes/input.  Members concurred that since the by-laws were fairly recently updated, they saw no need for any changes at this time.
· Goals for the calendar year/discussion regarding project plan for the year:  Mr. Showalter stated that of course the Comprehensive Plan will be the major project being undertaken for the year, but welcomed suggestions for any other projects the Commission would like to work on. Additionally, he suggested that a timeline be established for completion of the various projects.  Mr. O’Brien proposed that in regard to the Comprehensive Plan update, the Commission begin in February with review of the data from the citizen surveys, schedule a kickoff meeting in March with representatives of CSPDC, and then begin a full review of the plan in April.  Furthermore, he suggested that at the April meeting that a timeline for the completion of specific sections of the Comprehensive Plan be determined.  He advised that the updated Census data will not be available until April 2011, which will give the Commission a year for the update process.  He further advised that all town maps are current, which will provide for easy inclusion in the plan.  He concluded that most likely a public hearing could be held in the spring of 2011 with publishing of the document in April/May 2011.  Commission members concurred with the proposed plan.  
Mr. Buskirk stated that one project that he feels the Commission should put an emphasis on is how the Town will be affected and the transition process that will be involved once the Town’s population exceeds 3,500.  He noted that obviously, various items, such as street maintenance, transportation, etc. will need to be addressed closely once this occurs.
Mr. Buskirk also indicated that another goal he feels important is for the Commission, working along with the Council and BHP, to continue to pursue attracting retail interest to the Town, more specifically the downtown area.  
Mr. Showalter inquired as to who typically completes the Planning Commission’s annual report.  Mr. O’Brien advised that in the past, the minutes from the Commission meetings have been used as a summary of the Commission’s activities; however, he would be happy to compile a report.
Old Business:
· Citizen Survey:  Mr. O’Brien advised that the overall response to the survey has been good; with approximately 120 completed surveys returned.  He stated that complete data will be compiled for the Commission’s review at the February meeting.
Other Business:
Mr. Showalter referenced information on the VML website that may be helpful for the Commission including legal ramifications for action taken, when there is a conflict of interest, etc.  He suggested that members may want to review this information whenever they have a chance.
Mr. Showalter provided members with a copy of the City of Staunton’s annual Planning Commission report for their review.
Mr. Buskirk provided members with a copy of an agenda from a recent Harrisonburg Planning Commission meeting that he had attended as a part of the certified planning commissioners training. He noted that on the back of the agenda, Rules of Procedure were provided.  He suggested that similar information be included in any hearings held by the Town.
Mr. Buskirk suggested if Commission members returned envelopes used in the delivery of their agenda packets to staff, they could be reused, which would provide a cost saving measure to the Town.  Mr. O’Brien advised that he currently provides the Council with their packets electronically, and he could do the same for Commission members, if they so desire.  Tom Buskirk moved, seconded by Kim Branner, to begin emailing agenda packets to all members with email capability.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye


Tom Buskirk


Aye

Beverly London

Aye


O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Dale Showalter

Aye

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
 ______________________________
Marla W. Kline, MMC, Clerk
PAGE  

