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BROADWAY PLANNING COMMISSION


March 8, 2010

The Broadway Planning Commission met on January 11, 2010 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  Commission Members present were Kim Branner, Tom Buskirk, Beverly London, O. Gene Nesselrodt, and Dale Showalter.  Staff members Kyle O’Brien and Marla Kline were present.  Also present were Monica Plecker, Bonnie Riedesel, and Kathie See. 
Chairman Dale Showalter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:
Beverly London moved, seconded by Kim Branner, to adopt the minutes of the January 11, 2010 session of the Planning Commission. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye


Tom Buskirk


Aye
Beverly London

Aye


O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye
Dale Showalter

Aye
New Business:
Overview of time line and process for Comprehensive Plan Update – CSPDC:

Chairman Showalter welcomed Bonnie Riedesel and Monica Plecker of the Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission (CSPDC) who will be assisting the Town with the update of the Comprehensive Plan.  Ms. Riedesel provided an overview of the CSPDC, a regional planning facility which was created by the General Assembly 40 years ago, solely to serve local governments.  Ms. Riedesel provided each member with a brochure that summarized the services of the CSPDC.  She then introduced Monica Plecker, a recent JMU graduate and newly hired CSPDC employee, who with the assistance of other planners, will be working with the Commission with the Comprehensive Plan update.  Ms. Plecker provided each member with a resource manual containing information regarding Comprehensive plans in general, as well as preliminary information to begin the Town’s update.  She reminded members that she and Ms. Riedesel were in attendance at the Commission’s October 2009 meeting and briefly reviewed the elements of a Comprehensive Plan.  She then highlighted some general points concerning Comprehensive Plans for those who were not in attendance at that meeting.  She suggested establishing a time line and setting aside a specific time for Commission discussion of the plan.  Members concurred that the regular monthly meeting date will be designated for the Comprehensive Plan update, and the Commission will meet earlier prior to the regular meeting time, if there is other business that needs to be addressed.  
Commission members and Ms. Plecker discussed the most efficient way to proceed with the update to assure that the plan is updated in the most accurately and timely manner.  After familiarization with how a discussion board was set up on the Town’s website during the update of the Land Development Regulations for members to provide feedback, it was agreed to do the same during this update process.  Ms. Plecker also indicated that she will provide information for distribution to the members well in advance of each meeting so that members will be familiarized with the information to be discussed at that meeting.  Ms. Plecker suggested that since the Town’s plan is broken down into specific sections, to start at the beginning and review the plan chapter by chapter.  The Commission will begin review and discussion of the History and Natural Features chapters during the regular April meeting.
Chairman Showalter thanked Ms. Riedesel and Ms. Plecker for attending and stated that the Commission looks forward to working with the CSPDC on the Comprehensive Plan Update.
Consideration of Special Use Permit – Trimble Heights:
Mr. O’Brien familiarized the Commission with a request from Trimble Heights LLC for an amendment to the Trimble Heights Subdivision.  He stated that specifically, they are proposing to change a significant portion of the subdivision from duplex lots to zero lot line single-family dwellings as permitted in Section 714 of the Town’s Land Development Regulations.  He further stated that the proposed change will lower the density of the subdivision from 152 lots to 141 lots.  Additionally, he advised that they are requesting that the development be changed from 100% age restricted, to one of 80% age restricted, as allowed by the Virginia Code.  He reminded members that initially, the subdivision was approved with an age restriction of 55, but the age restriction was recently reduced to 45.  He clarified that even with the age change to 45, children age 19 and under are not permitted to live in the subdivision on a permanent basis.  In response to questions from members, Mr. O’Brien advised that the layout of the streets is not changed from the original plan.  Additionally, he noted that only two of the units are occupied and those owners would need to agree to the changes, which have already been presented to them.
Members did not foresee any problems with changing the plat to single-family dwellings or changing the age restriction percentage.
Mr. O’Brien concluded by stating that no action is required at this time, as a joint public hearing with the Town Council will be held on April 6, 2010.  After thorough review of the request, Commission members looked at the request favorably, but agreed to wait until the joint public hearing to make an official recommendation.

Old Business:
Citizen Survey-Results:
Mr. O’Brien advised that each member has been provided a summary of results from the recent citizen survey.  He noted the similarity of the percentage of completed surveys, as well as the demographics, between this survey and the one sent out in 2004.  He further advised that the results have also been provided to the Council for review and will be incorporated into the updated Comprehensive Plan.  Members concurred that the results were quite interesting and provided an overall positive reflection of the Town.
Other Business:
Members discussed the recent snowfalls and expressed concern about residences throughout the Town where snow was thrown into the road, when driveways/sidewalks were cleaned.  Members agreed that although the extreme snowfalls this winter are not typical for this area, perhaps residents will need to be reminded of laws/regulations governing this in the future.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
 ______________________________
Marla W. Kline, MMC, Clerk
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