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BROADWAY PLANNING COMMISSION


May 10, 2010

The Broadway Planning Commission met on May 10, 2010 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  Commission Members present were Kim Branner, Tom Buskirk, Beverly London, O. Gene Nesselrodt, and Dale Showalter.  Staff members Kyle O’Brien and Marla Kline were present. Also present were Monica Plecker and Elizabeth McCarty. 
Chairman Dale Showalter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:
Beverly London moved, seconded by Kim Branner, to adopt the minutes of the April 12, 2010 session of the Planning Commission. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye


Tom Buskirk


Aye

Beverly London

Aye


O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye
Dale Showalter

Aye

New Business:
There were no items of new business.
Old Business:
Continuation of Comprehensive Plan Discussion:
Chairman Showalter turned the meeting over to Monica Plecker of the CSPDC who is assisting the Town with the update of the Comprehensive Plan.  Ms. Plecker stated that she will be skipping over Chapter 2, Government Structure, for the time being, as this chapter addresses the organization of committees and personnel and includes detailed financial information.  She advised that upon completion of the gathering of updated information for this chapter, she will provide the data to the Commission.  She then reviewed Chapter 4, Demographics, which included population characteristics for the Town, noting that the biggest change occurred between 2000 and 2008, primarily as a result of town annexations.  She advised that this chapter includes various charts illustrating the population growth/trends/density for the Town of Broadway, as well as for Rockingham County and Virginia.  She further advised that the chapter also includes detailed facts relating to the male/female ratio of the population.  Ms. Plecker concluded the chapter review by providing a summary of trends of demographic data.
Ms. Plecker then introduced Elizabeth McCarty, Economic Planner with the CSPDC, who will also be providing assistance with the Comprehensive Plan update.  She provided some facts and figures from 2009, including population, housing, and economic characteristics for the Harrisonburg-Rockingham area.  She emphasized the need for the Town to include current data, as well as a goals for the next 20 years and how the Town plans to make the goals happen.
Ms. Plecker then invited Commission members to provide ideas for what their vision of the Town will be in 20 years.  Members agreed that revitalization of the downtown area, including an increase in commerce i.e. places to work, live, shop, continues to be an essential key in Broadway’s vision.  Additionally, it was noted that new development, as well as re-development, is needed to assure that the needs of the Town’s citizens continue to be met.  Services, including a department store, professional services, and light industry, were also mentioned as significant keys to the vision of the Town’s future.  Other items such as transportation infrastructure, parking and aging community facilities were noted as issues requiring attention when planning for the Town’s future.
Members were advised that the next chapter in the Comprehensive Plan to be addressed is Economic Development.  It was suggested that members of Broadway Hometown Partnership be invited to the next meeting to be included in this topic discussion.  Ms. Plecker concluded by stating that she will provide a synopsis of tonight’s meeting to all members, as well as to BHP members, in preparation for the June meeting.
Chairman Showalter again thanked Ms. Plecker for her assistance to date on this project. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
 ______________________________
Marla Kline MMC, Town Clerk
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