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BROADWAY PLANNING COMMISSION


September 13, 2010

The Broadway Planning Commission met on September 13, 2010 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  Commission Members present were Kim Branner, Tom Buskirk, Beverly London, O. Gene Nesselrodt, and Dale Showalter.  Staff members Kyle O’Brien and Marla Kline were present. Also present were Jennifer Hibbert and Monica Plecker. 
Chairman Dale Showalter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:
Beverly London moved, seconded by Tom Buskirk, to adopt the minutes of the August 9, 2010 session of the Planning Commission. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye


Tom Buskirk


Aye

Beverly London

Aye


O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye
Dale Showalter

Aye

New Business:
Lot Line Revision-Park View Credit Union:
Chairman Showalter stated that each member has been provided a copy of a proposed lot line division from Park View Credit Union for property located on E. Springbrook Road, just west of Broadway High School.  He asked Town Manager Kyle O’Brien to familiarize the Commission with the request.  Mr. O’Brien advised that essentially the credit union is looking to split off the house, while keeping the remainder of the lot (tract 1) as a viable business lot.  He further advised that tract 1 will have the majority of the road frontage on Springbrook Road and, eventually, they intend to construct a branch office there.  He noted that the plat shows a 32’ access easement to be retained for the house property for ingress/egress.  He stated that this is the minimum footage allowed in the R-5 zoning district.  He concluded by stating that typically, an issue like this can be handled administratively, but since the property is zoned R-5, this request requires a recommendation from the Planning Commission and ultimate ratification by the Town Council.
Chairman Showalter invited discussion and/or questions concerning the request.  After review of the plat, members concurred that this division will allow the property to fit in appropriately with the surrounding area and supported the request.  Beverly London moved, seconded by Kim Branner, to approve the lot line division request as shown on a plat included herewith as Attachment A.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye


Tom Buskirk


Aye

Beverly London

Aye


O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Dale Showalter

Aye
Old Business:
Continuation of Comprehensive Plan Discussion:
Chairman Showalter turned the meeting over to Monica Plecker of the Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission (CSPDC) for discussion concerning the continuation of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan update.  Ms. Plecker introduced Jennifer Hibbert, CSPDC Transportation Manager, who has taken the lead on the Transportation Chapter.  Ms. Hibbert stated that this chapter has been written as a direct result of Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) regulations and the concept that VDOT should be involved more with land use planning and how it relates to transportation.  She advised that a draft copy has been provided for each member’s review and after tonight’s meeting, she will go back and update the draft accordingly.  Ms. Hibbert reviewed the chapter with the Commission and advised that she has documented data including a roadway geometric inventory, number of railroad crossings of public streets, traffic count locations and numbers.  She stated that she has also included a Level of Service Analysis, which VDOT wants included in the plan.  She explained that she looked at 2008 data counts and volume to calculate the level of service, which in turn indicates traffic problems and congestion.  She advised that in order to qualify for improvement funding, roads must be identified as showing a level of service of “C” or below.
Ms. Hibbert then invited discussion concerning the Town’s transportation network in an effort to identify gaps/deficiencies that should be addressed.
Members concurred that as a result of three major schools being located within the Town, there are many traffic issues facing the Town.  Members acknowledged that these issues primarily pertain to traffic congestion, especially during early morning and late afternoon hours, and the need for sidewalks near the schools.  The areas in which school traffic empties onto, including the intersections of Holly Hill/West Lee Street and Turner Avenue/Main Street, create delays/congestion primarily because there are no traffic signals at these locations.  In addition to sidewalks around the schools, it was noted that pedestrian crosswalks should be reviewed and considered as well.
Another location discussed was the intersection of Broadway Avenue and Timber Way.  Members agreed that this heavily traveled intersection has sight distance issues and should be considered as a potential location for a traffic light.  It was also noted that a major issue not located within town, but that directly affects town residents is the Route 259 corridor to Interstate 81.  This is a two-lane highway with a lot of slow moving vehicles that should be recommended for improvements.
Chairman Showalter noted that one item he would like to see included in this section is updates to the Town’s traffic lights to include an opticom system.  He explained that this is a traffic control system that provides a green light to emergency vehicles that are equipped with a sensor that, in turn, relays a signal to the traffic light.
After a brief review and discussion of other traffic related matters, Ms. Hibbert concluded by stating that she had prepared a Draft Goals and Objectives section.  She stated that each goal is followed by an Objective and Action for Implementation.  After brief review of the goals, she asked Commission members to consider the proposed goals and provide any comments/suggestions to Monica at the next meeting.
Ms. Plecker then reviewed maps she has created to be incorporated into the housing chapter of the plan.  She explained that one shows individual housing values and the second breaks down values by subdivision.  She noted that she will include a narrative which will explain the maps.  Commission members agreed that the maps depict what they desired to have included.  Ms. Plecker concluded by stating that both the housing and transportation chapters will need to be revisited at upcoming meetings.
The Commission thanked Ms. Hibbert and Ms. Plecker for their assistance on the Comprehensive Plan update.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
 ______________________________
Marla Kline MMC, Town Clerk
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