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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


October 2, 2012

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on October 2, 2012 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present:  Mayor John F. Long, Jr., Vice-Mayor Timothy S. Proctor, and Council Members Keith A. Clark, Richard E. Fulk, Douglas W. Harpine, and Fred M. Olson III.  Councilman George T. Dowrey III was absent.  The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Town Attorney Donald Showalter, and Police Officers Randy Collins and Larry Good.  Also in attendance were Bonnie Caplinger, April Carnevale, Chad Comer, Carolyn Garber, Gail Gutschmidt, Heather Jackson, Harvey Runion, Timothy Schmoyer, Dawn Turner, Christopher Turney, and Barbara Wise. 
Mayor John F. Long, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.
Approval of Minutes and Bills:
Fred M. Olson III moved, seconded by Timothy S. Proctor, to adopt the minutes of the September 4, 2012 and September 5, 2012 sessions of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $447,401.80.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:
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Planning Commission Report:
No report. 

Old Business:
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reported on the following items of Old Business:

· Farmer’s Market/Veteran’s Memorial:  Work on this project is continuing to progress.  The replacement of the front sidewalk will begin next week, followed by staining of the wall, landscaping, and installation of the veteran plaques.  The dedication is set for Veteran’s Day.
· Bush Drive Foreclosure:  The Town has still not received any response from the property owner.
· Personal Property Tax Relief:  As previously discussed, a personal property tax relief rate needs to be adopted at this meeting in order for the County to print the Town’s bills on time. 
Mayor Long stated that the Council discussed this matter at length on several occasions and it was the general consensus to maintain the same rate that Rockingham County adopts.  Keith A. Clark moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to establish the Town’s tax relief percentage at 54%.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:  
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· Library:  Renovations to the newly purchased building are continuing.
· Springbrook Road Bridge:  Work is continuing.  As the project progresses, a detour route will be set up.
Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman Doug Harpine advised that after the first of the year, he would like for the committee to meet and create a list of priorities for additional needed improvements to the community park.
Finance Committee:
Mr. O’Brien advised that the Town’s auditors are finalizing the Town’s annual audit and will most likely present a report of their findings at the December Council meeting.  Additionally, he advised that he has provided a packet of information regarding refinancing of the wastewater facility.  He reminded members that the Town has been offered a lower interest rate which will result in considerable debt service savings to the Town.  Fred M. Olson III moved, seconded by Douglas W. Harpine, to adopt an Ordinance and Resolution Authorizing the Amendment of the Financing Agreement dated as of February 1, 2009 between the Town of Broadway, Virginia and the Virginia Resources Authority Executed in Connection with the Issuance of the $8,000,000 Taxable General Obligation Bond of the Town of Broadway, Virginia, (Sewer Project) Series 2009, and Related Documentation.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:  
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A copy of the Ordinance and Resolution in its entirety is included in the minutes as Attachment A.
Personnel/Police Committee:
No report.  A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of September is included in the minutes as Attachment B.
Streets & Properties Committee:
Chairman Richard Fulk advised that the committee, along with the entire Council, met and agreed on a color for the wall at the new farmer’s market lot.  He reminded members that as noted by the Town Manager, staining of the wall will be underway shortly.
Utilities Committee:
No report.  A copy of the water production report for the month of September is included in the minutes as Attachment C.
CSPDC:

No report.
BHP:
Council representative Fred Olson stated that the Autumn Day Craft Show was quite successful.  He advised that Halloweenfest will be held from 4:00 – 7:00 on October 31st and the group is in the process of making plans for its Annual Dinner to be held January 26, 2013.
It was announced that a meeting of the Streets & Properties Committee will be held on October 10, 2012 at 6:30 p.m., followed by a meeting of the Personnel/Police Committee.
New Business:
It was announced that the Town of Elkton will be hosting the next Rockingham Municipal League meeting, scheduled for October 17, 2012 at the Elkton Area Community Center.
Public Comment:
Carolyn Garber asked why the shrubs were removed from the planters along Main Street and replaced with fall mums and what the Town’s intentions are after the mums die.  Mr. O’Brien responded that several of the shrubs in the planters were dead, so they were removed, with the remaining ones being re-planted at the community center and on the office grounds.  He added that the mums were chosen because of their fall colors; and it is the Town’s intention to revamp the planters in the spring, on the advice of a professional consultant who has presented plans to improve the appearance of the planters.
Barbara Wise stated that as a new owner of property on East Lee Street, she is concerned with tractor trailers traveling at fast speeds and using jake brakes.  Mayor Long and Mr. O’Brien advised that this concern has been previously presented, and neither the Town nor the Virginia Department of Transportation has been able to offer a favorable solution as a result of liability issues.  The Town’s police officers in attendance both offered assurance that the department will attempt to monitor the area a little more closely in an effort to help reduce Ms. Wise’s concerns.  

Dawn Turner questioned what the Town’s plans are for the property along Turner Avenue across from the Heritage Park.  Mr. O’Brien explained that it is the Town’s intention to develop this area into additional park space; however, the likelihood of obtaining grant funding at this time is not very good, so the project is currently on hold.
Carolyn Garber questioned if handicapped parking will be available at the new farmer’s market location.  Mr. O’Brien stated that there will be 3-4 handicapped accessible parking spaces on the northern end of the property with additional on-street parking.  He further stated that the farmer’s market will use the property one day a week and vendors will be located on the back of the property near the wall.
Carolyn Garber stated that on a recent Saturday evening, she had called the police department and the phone continued to ring without anyone answering and asked how to get in touch with a police officer on weekends.  Mr. O’Brien explained that the police department telephone system is set up with prompts, which will connect the caller to the dispatcher, which will, in turn, re-route the call to the officer on duty.  Officers Collins advised that it may have coincided with a power outage, but there have not been any known problems with the phone system.  He stated, however, that he will check it to ensure that it is working properly.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Marla W. Kline, MMC

