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BROADWAY PLANNING COMMISSION


January 9, 2012

The Broadway Planning Commission met on January 9, 2012 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  Commission Members present were Kim Branner, Tom Buskirk, Keith Clark, and Beverly London.  Commission member Dale Showalter was absent.  Staff members Kyle D. O’Brien and Marla W. Kline were present.  Also in attendance were L.R. Moomaw, Rudolph Moomaw, Fred Olson, Nancy Price, Robert Price, Charlie Ray, Richard Whitmire, and Ron Wittig.
Vice-Chairman Kim Branner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:
Beverly London moved, seconded by Keith Clark, to adopt the minutes of the November 14, 2011 session of the Planning Commission. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye

Tom Buskirk


Aye

Beverly London

Aye

Keith Clark


Aye
Dale Showalter

Absent
New Business:
Special Use Permit Request-Faith Lutheran Church of the Valley:
Mrs. Branner stated that the first item of business is the consideration of a special use permit for Faith Lutheran Church of the Valley.  Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reminded members that a joint public hearing was held as a part of the December Council meeting.  He stated that since there were issues brought up during the hearing, the Council tabled the request and referred it back to the Planning Commission for further review and consideration.  He suggested that the Commission may want to re-visit the church’s request, and first determine if they feel the church is an appropriate use of this property, and if so, determine any conditions they feel should be placed on the permit.  He stated that secondly, the Commission should consider the request for a cemetery.  He concluded by stating that the recommendation of the Planning Commission will then be presented to the Council  at its February meeting for consideration.
Ron Wittig, representing Faith Lutheran Church of the Valley, reminded everyone that traffic, lighting, and water runoff were the major concerns expressed during the December public hearing.  He stated that, if the permit is approved, these issues will be shared with the architect and will be adequately addressed to assure satisfactory compliance.  He again reiterated that the church wants to be a good neighbor.  He advised that in reference to the cemetery, they are willing to downsize it and/or move it to another location on property, if approved. He further acknowledged that a cemetery may not even be feasible due to limestone on the property.
Council representative Keith Clark stated he has several concerns with the cemetery, including the fact that it may depreciate values of adjoining properties, flowers, etc. may litter the property, and the potential for leeching from vaults.  Mr. Wittig responded that in speaking with a real estate agent, it has been indicated that the cemetery would have no effect on property values.  He stated, furthermore, that vaults would have to be in compliance with health regulations.  He again advised that they have not conducted any soil borings, and may not even be able to construct a cemetery on this property.
When questioned about how they feel about the church facility and cemetery being considered as separate issues, church members indicated that they would be pleased if the special use permit is approved for the church.  They wish to acquire the property regardless of whether a cemetery can be located on property.

Mr. O’Brien advised that if the Commission so desires, it may make a recommendation for the church and table the request for the cemetery.  In as much as there were no real objections expressed during the hearing to the church, Member Tom Buskirk expressed support of the church use for this property.

Tom Buskirk moved, seconded by Keith Clark, to recommend approval of a Special Use Permit for Faith Lutheran Church of the Valley to construct a new church on property located on South Sunset Drive.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye

Tom Buskirk


Aye

Beverly London

Aye

Keith Clark


Aye

Dale Showalter

Absent
Tom Buskirk moved, seconded by Bev London, to table the request for a cemetery until such time as soil borings/tests can be completed to determine if pursuance of a cemetery would even be feasible.  The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:

Kim Branner


Aye

Tom Buskirk


Aye

Beverly London

Aye

Keith Clark


Aye

Dale Showalter

Absent
Old Business:
None
Other Business:

None
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
 ______________________________
Marla W. Kline, Town Clerk
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