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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


January 8, 2013

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on January 8, 2013 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present:  Mayor John F. Long, Jr., Vice-Mayor Timothy S. Proctor, and Council Members Keith A. Clark, George T. Dowrey III, Richard E. Fulk, Douglas W. Harpine, and Fred M. Olson III.  The following Planning Commission Members were present:  Tom Buskirk, Beverly London, Gene Nesselrodt, and Dale Showalter.  The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Assistant Town Attorney Matt Light, and Police Chief Jay Lantz.  Also in attendance were Kathy Boase, Kevin Boase, Kim Branner, Tommy Branner, Devin Byler, Larry Crider, Amy Didawick, Jeff Didawick, Michael Malloy, Jessica Pellecer, Alex Rohr, and Emily Vaccaro. 
Mayor John F. Long, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.
Approval of Minutes and Bills:
Fred M. Olson III moved, seconded by Keith A. Clark, to adopt the minutes of the December 4, 2012 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $379,029.78. The motion was approved with the following recorded vote:
Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye
Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye
Fred M. Olson III

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Joint Public Hearing-Rezoning Request, East Lee Street:
Mayor Long stated all members have received a copy of a plat and rezoning request from Habitat for Humanity for property located on East Lee Street.  He advised that, technically, this property was rezoned in 2006, but with a stipulation that it could only be developed as proposed, and that is as a single-family dwelling.  He further advised that Habitat for Humanity is now asking that the stipulation be removed to allow a duplex to be constructed on this lot.  He noted that this property is bounded by R-2 zoning across Lee Street, R-3 to the west of the property, R-2 to the east of the property, and R-1 immediately south of the property; and therefore, approval of this request would not create spot zoning, nor would it be inconsistent with the surrounding land uses.
Mayor Long opened the Joint Public Hearing of the Council and Planning Commission and invited comments in support of or against the request.

Michael Malloy, a representative of Central Valley Habitat for Humanity, offered to answer any questions those in attendance may have.

Amy Didawick stated that she, along with her husband Jeff Didawick, own a rental property adjacent to the Habitat lot.  She further stated that they purchased this property aware that only a single family dwelling could be constructed on the adjacent lot.  She stated that they feel that by allowing construction of a duplex on this property, it will create additional traffic and lessen the value of their investment property.
Larry Crider, an owner of property at 233 Atlantic Avenue, stated that he is not opposed to a duplex being constructed on this parcel; however, he has experienced water drainage problems in the past, and is concerned about additional drainage problems that may occur.
In response to other questions, Mr. Malloy advised that the reasoning behind constructing a duplex in lieu of a single-family dwelling is simply that it will allow them to place two families in homes at a considerable cost savings.  He also stated that the planned duplex will be very similar to the one that was recently constructed on Atlantic Avenue.  Additionally, he stated that each unit will have two off-street parking spaces and there is ample space for turning around without having to back up onto the street.
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien advised members that as with any development, a storm water management plan will need to be submitted as a part of the building permit process.  He also reminded members that this is a land use decision, in which it should be determined if this is an appropriate use for the property.
Having confirmed there was no one in attendance wishing to speak either in favor of or in opposition to the request, Mayor Long closed the public hearing and asked for the recommendation of the Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission then convened and considered the rezoning request.  After a brief discussion, O. Gene Nesselrodt moved, seconded by Tom Buskirk, to recommend approval of the request to remove the stipulation that only a single-family dwelling may be constructed on this property.  The motion was approved with the following vote:
Tom Buskirk


Aye

Keith A. Clark


Aye
Beverly London

Abstain
O. Gene Nesselrodt

Aye

Dale Showalter

Aye
Having heard the Planning Commission’s recommendation, Mayor Long invited Council action.  George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Keith A. Clark, to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission to retain R-3 zoning on property located on East Lee Street (Tax Map # 51 A2 (22) LB) and to remove the stipulation that only a single family may be constructed on this parcel.
The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:
Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Nay

Douglas W. Harpine

Nay
John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Nay
Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Resolution-VDOT Six Year Plan Project:

Mayor Long stated that based on discussion as a part of the Streets & Properties Committee meeting, it was the general consensus of the Council that it would like to include curb and gutter and sidewalk on Sunset Drive as the project that will be included in the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) Six Year Plan.  He noted that the projects included in the Six Year Plan have been fully funded in previous years; however, there is a possibility that the locality could have to pay a maximum 2% of the project if it is not fully funded.  He stated that all members have been provided a copy of a resolution that will need to be adopted should the Council desire that the project be included in VDOT’s Six Year Plan.  Timothy S. Proctor moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to adopt a Project Programming Resolution, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment A.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:
Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Planning Commission Report:
No report.
Old Business:
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reported on the following items of Old Business:

· Learning Trail at Heritage Park:  Installation will be finished this month, and the walk will be painted, weather dependent; however, a dedication will probably not be held until in the spring. 
· Library:  Some items have been moved to the new building, but the scheduled move into the new building will be on January 26, 2013, weather permitting.  Remodeling and renovations to the current library building, which will house the Town’s police department, will begin shortly thereafter. 
· Farm Land Lease:  There was discussion last year regarding bidding out the farm land lease for the crop land at the wastewater plant.  The Council was asked how they wish to proceed with the bidding process.
The Council then discussed the farm lease matter and again concurred that the farmer who has been renting the farm land has made significant improvements to the property while paying the average current lease rate as a result of re-negotiation each year.  Furthermore, they felt that since he has made a significant investment in the property, he should be given the opportunity to continue leasing the land.  Richard E. Fulk moved, seconded by Fred M. Olson III, to re-negotiate with the current tenant to extend the farm land lease another year.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:
Keith A. Clark


Aye

George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman Doug Harpine reported that he, along with his committee and other Council members, met in December and did a walk through the community park and made some additions to a list of needed improvements.  Mr. O’Brien advised that he had discussed the list with the Public Works Director and it was agreed that a number of the items will be able to be completed in-house, which will save the Town a great deal of money.
Finance Committee:
No report.
Personnel/Police Committee:
No report.  A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of December is included in the minutes as Attachment B.
Streets & Properties Committee:
No report.
Utilities Committee:
No report.  A copy of the water production report for the month of December is included in the minutes as Attachment C.
CSPDC:

No report.
BHP:
Council representative Fred Olson reported that BHP is participating in the Rockingham County/Harrisonburg Tourist Guide, which will give the Town some additional exposure.  He also reported that a new building, Broadway High School, is available in the My Hometown series.  He concluded by stating that BHP is planning a Wine and Beer Festival at Heritage Park on April 27th and will need Council approval.
Mr. O’Brien stated that he has discussed the festival matter with Assistant Town Attorney Matt Light and they will be providing additional information to the Council as a part of the February Council meeting.
New Business:
There were no items of new business.
Public Comment:
There was no public comment.
Other Business:
Mayor Long stated that he had several presentations he would like to make.  He first recognized Kim Branner who has served on the Planning Commission from 2002 through 2012 and presented her with a plaque in recognition of her years of service.  He noted that she had served two concurrent terms and then continued to serve until a replacement member could be appointed.
He then presented a plaque to outgoing Council Member Keith Clark who has served on the Council since January 1, 2010.  He thanked him for his years of service and dedication to the Town.

Mayor Long read a letter the Town has received from the high school’s varsity baseball team asking for support for a veteran’s tribute game that is being planned.  Councilman Richard Fulk volunteered to obtain additional information concerning the event.
George T. Dowrey III moved, seconded by Fred M. Olson III, that the Town Council convene in closed session pursuant to Va. Code §§2.2-3711 in order to interview individuals for a vacant Town Council seat.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:
Keith A. Clark


Abstain
George T. Dowrey III

Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

Fred M. Olson III moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, that only public business matters lawfully exempted from the open meeting requirement and only such matters as identified by the motion to enter into Closed Session were discussed.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

Keith A. Clark


Absent

George T. Dowrey III

Aye


Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye

John F. Long, Jr.

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye

Timothy S. Proctor

Aye

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
                                                              Mayor
John F. Long, Jr

                                                              Clerk
Marla W. Kline, MMC
