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BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


February 4, 2014

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on February 4, 2014 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present:  Mayor Timothy S. Proctor and Council Members Chad L. Comer, Leslie E. Fulk, Richard E. Fulk, Douglas W. Harpine, Beverly L. London, and Fred M. Olson III.  The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Asst. Town Attorney Matt Light, and Police Chief Randy Collins.  Also in attendance were Jennifer Brown, Bonnie Caplinger, Linda Crider, Lisa Funkhouser, Matt Funkhouser, Jerry Grandle, Zach Grandle, Troy Lucas, Angie Mackey, Gene Nesselrodt, Timothy Schmoyer, Darlene Sites, John Sites, Dawn Turner, Chris Turney, and Katrina Turney.  
Mayor Timothy S. Proctor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.
Approval of Minutes and Bills:
Fred M. Olson III moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to adopt the minutes of the January 2, 2014 and January 7, 2014 sessions of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $334,740.73.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:
Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye
Old Business:
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reported on the following items of Old Business:

· Springbrook Road Water Line: The connection to the existing water line has been made, and the project is moving forward.  Due to the extreme cold weather the past couple of weeks, the work has been delayed some, but the contractor is back on site.  All residents affected by this change in water pressure will be receiving a letter notifying them of such.
· Farm Land Lease:  Each member has received a copy of the existing farm land lease of the 100 acres that the Town owns and leases to Wayne Wenger.  Mr. Wenger continues to do an outstanding job on the property and is willing to renew the lease at $175 an acre despite the drop in corn prices.  This can either be renewed or placed out to bid.
This matter was referred to the Utilities Committee for consideration with the intention that the committee will make a recommendation and Council will ratify the committee’s action.
· Park Stage:  The Town has been approached by two residents who are interested in funding, or help funding a permanent stage located in Heritage Park for concerts and performances.  A proposed sketch has been drafted and both residents liked it.
This proposal was referred to the Parks & Recreation Committee for consideration and discussion to determine if this is to move forward.
· Social Media Discussion:  A memo was provided to all Council members advising of the information received in researching other communities’ policies and procedures pertaining to social media.  In addition, several sample policies were included with the memo.
Mayor Proctor stated that although it was planned to discuss this topic further in March, he would like to go ahead and open the floor for further discussion on the matter since information concerning the topic has been gathered.  Council member Beverly London acknowledged that a social media page is beneficial for Town residents; however, she continues to feel that only government information should be provided.  Councilman Chad Comer stated that he still feels Council members should be able to contribute to the page and it should be interactive with Town residents.  Mr. O’Brien advised that in conducting the social media research, he found that 99% of local government Facebook pages are targeted to providing information concerning government services.  He further advised that a second page, such as the one Mr. Comer has recently established, could be used as a means of providing ancillary information, including festivals, community events, etc.  After brief additional discussion, the Council supported inviting the employee who administers the City of Harrisonburg’s Facebook page to attend the March Council meeting.  Mr. Comer stated that he would also like to have a social media speaker attend the meeting to provide information to the Council.
Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman Doug Harpine advised that due to recent inclement weather, installation of the baseball infield was delayed; however, the project is getting back on track and will be completed in time for the Little League’s opening day. 
Finance Committee:
Chairman Richard Fulk stated that the budget calendar has been provided to the Council and the first meeting of this committee pertaining to the upcoming fiscal year budget will be held in March.
Personnel/Police Committee:
Chairman Leslie Fulk announced that his committee will meet at 6:00 p.m. on February 10, 2014 to begin budget-related discussion concerning police and personnel issues.  A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of January is included in the minutes as Attachment A.
Streets & Properties Committee:
Chairman Chad Comer reported that the committee met on January 21, 2014 and addressed several issues.  He stated that the committee discussed concerns from residents about W. Springbrook 
Road and the increased truck traffic since the new bridge was constructed.  He further stated that the committee agreed that this street, as well as Early Drive and Turner Avenue were not appropriate for through trucks, and thus the committee is recommending that “No Through Truck” signs be placed at the entrance to each of these streets.  He stated that the committee also discussed a proposed paving schedule, with priority being given to Springbrook Road and the Central Street sidewalk. He advised that the Town Manager was asked to obtain pricing for the paving of Springbrook, extension of the sidewalk from BHS to Route 259, as well as the demolition and reconstruction of the S. Central St. sidewalk in order for planning in future funding cycles.  He concluded by stating that the committee feels there is a need for a formalized five year plan for street paving and during the winter, an inventory of all the streets will be conducted, and then will be readdressed by the committee in the spring.
Chad L. Comer moved, seconded by Leslie E. Fulk, to authorize and install “No Through Trucks” signs on W. Springbrook Rd., Early Drive, and Turner Ave.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye
Utilities Committee:

No report.  A copy of the water production report for the month of January is included in the minutes as Attachment B.
BHP:
Council representative Fred Olson stated that the group has not met, but a meeting will be scheduled in the near future.
Planning Commission Report:
Council representative Fred Olson reported that the Planning Commission met on January 13, 2014 and appointed officers for the year.  He stated that Tom Buskirk was appointed Chairman, Steve Shifflett as Vice Chairman, and Marla Kline as Secretary.  He advised that the Commission considered two items, first a request of Randy Cosner for a proposed development on Linville Avenue at the site of the abandoned Lantz Building Supply property, and secondly, the possibility of allowing inns as a Special Use Permit in R-1 and R-2 zoning districts.  He concluded that it was the decision of the Commission to recommend that a Joint Public Hearing of the Council and Planning Commission be held as a part of the regular March Council meeting to consider both of these items.
New Business:

Councilman Leslie Fulk inquired as to why the Town was asked for input from Rockingham County concerning a request they had received from D. W. and Brittany Gay for a special use permit request to split a portion of their property in order to construct a single family dwelling.  Mr. O’Brien explained that although this property is in Rockingham County, the Town is required to be notified due to the proximity of the parcel to the Town.  He further explained that typically no response is required if the locality does not feel the request will have a negative impact. 
Public Comment:
Angie Mackey commented that she is very supportive of the Town’s new Facebook page.
Dawn Turner reiterated Mrs. Mackey’s comment and expressed her love for her hometown community.

Bonnie Caplinger stated that she feels both the Town’s Facebook page and Councilman Comer’s new Facebook page are both very beneficial; but continues to feel that each page should be independent of the other.  She further stated that she feels notice should be provided that any derogatory comments will not be accepted.

Linda Crider stated that she is very supportive of social media and feels all opinions should be allowed, even negative comments.

Jennifer Brown commented that she feels a Town Facebook page is important and would like for Town officials to promote the use of email throughout the local government.

Troy Lucas stated that he is very much looking for transparency in local governing.  He stated that as a result of that, he did not realize that the Council meetings are recorded until after the last meeting he had attended.

Zach Grandle stated that he would like to address the Council concerning the Town’s long term water plans.  He asked that the Council schedule a meeting to provide information to the residents on how the Town plans to provide an additional water source.  Council members concurred that as this is a work in process and the Town is awaiting many details, it would be premature to schedule an informational meeting at this time.  Mr. Grandle expressed concern about the costs associated with the groundwater study when the Plains Mill Spring, that he recently purchased, is readily available. 
Mr. O’Brien provided the following update to those in attendance concerning the Town’s search for an additional water source. He explained that the Town studied the spring water source considerably and spent approximately $100,000 over the years on legal research regarding the spring.  He stated that the Town was advised that the water rights were at the head of the spring, and the Town pursued this avenue for this reason, as well as the fact that the head of the spring was needed to be controlled by the Town in order to use this source as a drinking water source.  He continued by stating that there were at least two other down-stream property owners that were also claiming water rights to the spring, so the Town was unwilling to move forward with the project until it was decided with certainty as to which property the water rights conveyed.  He stated that the only way to do this was to have a judge rule on this issue, so the Town filed a declaratory judgment in Rockingham County Circuit Court to have it resolved.  It was ruled that the water rights conveyed with the mill property, and the Town appealed this ruling, but the Virginia Supreme Court did not hear the case.  He advised that at this point, the Town decided to move in a different direction, and pursued regionalization with the Towns of Timberville and New Market, and commissioned a study to determine the feasibility of this approach.  He further advised that the Town of Timberville determined that it was not in their best interest to pursue the issue further following the study, and the regional approach was tabled.  Moving forward with the many advanced changes to technology, he stated that the Council felt that they needed to look at other sources which led the Town to the groundwater study.  He advised that the Town contracted with Emory and Garrett Groundwater Investigations, LLC, a firm from New Hampshire who specializes in locating groundwater, and has been highly successful in doing so for many localities up and down the east coast.  He stated that Phase 1 of the Town’s Groundwater Study has been completed and approximately 156 parcels in the area have been identified as potential groundwater sites.  He further stated that as a part of Phase 2 of the study, the ground at these locations will actually be looked at and upon completion, 5-10 properties will be identified as potential sites and test drilling can be pursued.
He concluded by stating that with the new technology in finding groundwater, as well as the upgrades that can be done at the existing water treatment plant, without having to build an entirely new water treatment plant, it was determined that this was the best course of action.  For example, the Town may be able to retrofit the existing plant for approximately $3.2 million dollars, and continue to keep the river as a source to supplement, and develop ground water sources for significantly less than the Town can purchase the spring, especially if the ground water is found in a close proximity to Broadway.  He concluded that it could be a difference of millions of dollars of savings to the Town.
Mr. Grandle stated that he still feels it is a mistake for the Town to rely on surface water and thinks connection to the spring would be the best answer.
Several Council members concurred that when facing a multi-million project such as the water plant upgrade, they feel it is quite reasonable to spend several hundred thousand dollars in conducting the necessary research if it may, ultimately, save millions of dollars to the residents/taxpayers of the Town.  Members concurred that it is their duty to determine the best and most cost effective method to provide water to its citizens.  The Council reiterated that additional facts are needed prior to making an informative presentation to the residents of the Town.
Bonnie Caplinger inquired as to if her concern regarding visibility at the intersection of Main 
Street and Turner Avenue with regard to the planter had been checked into.  Streets & Properties Committee Chairman Chad Comer advised that the committee does not feel the planter is currently creating a visibility problem; however, her concern will be readdressed once leaves appear and the trees are in full bloom. 

Lisa Funkhouser stated that she continues to feel that the Town’s social media page should be administered by one responsible Town official.
Matt Funkhouser concurred with Mrs. Funkhouser and stressed his desire that the site needs to be for objective purposes only, and not subjective.  Mr. Funkhouser also inquired as to the exact location of the new water line to which Mr. O’Brien advised that it is located immediately east of the Cornerstone Church property, and will be extended 500 yards north to connect with Harding Drive and the Heritage Hills Subdivision.  
Mr. Funkhouser also asked when the “No Through Trucks” signs will be effective and if the Police Department’s radar trailer is for display only or actually provides data.  Mr. Funkhouser was advised that the trucks will be prohibited as soon as signs can be installed and Chief Collins explained that the radar trailer is for display only; ones that provide date are cost prohibitive at this point in time.
Darlene Sites stated that although thankful for the newly constructed sidewalk on W. Springbrook, she would ask that snow plows not pile snow on top of it.  Mr. O’Brien advised that he will consult with the Town’s Public Works Department to see if it can be plowed in a different manner so as it will not happen again.
Other Business:
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
                                                             Mayor
Timothy S. Proctor
                                                               Clerk
Marla W. Kline, MMC
