
BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


March 4, 2014

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on March 4, 2014 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present:  Mayor Timothy S. Proctor and Council Members Chad L. Comer, Leslie E. Fulk, Richard E. Fulk, Douglas W. Harpine, Beverly L. London, and Fred M. Olson III.  The following Planning Commission members were present:  Kathy Boase, Tom Buskirk, Gene Nesselrodt, and Steve Shifflett.   The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Town Attorney Donald Showalter, and Police Chief Randy Collins.  Also in attendance were Jennifer Brown, Larry Brown, Bonnie Caplinger, Amy Dennett, Lisa Funkhouser, Matt Funkhouser, Katie King, Jamie Morgan, Darlene Sites, John Sites, Caleb Soptelean, and Dawn Turner.
Mayor Timothy S. Proctor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.
Approval of Minutes and Bills:
Fred M. Olson III moved, seconded by Douglas W. Harpine, to adopt the minutes of the February 4, 2014 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $373,020.33.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:
Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye
Joint Public Hearing-Allowing Inns as a Special Use Permit in Residential Areas:

Mayor Timothy Proctor stated that the Town has been approached by a resident who would like to take an existing home and establish an Inn in the structure at 367 Louisa Street.  He further stated that, currently, this is not allowed in either the R-1 or R-2 zoning districts, so in order for a permit to be considered, the Town’s Land Development Regulations would need to be amended to allow Inns as a special use permit in R-1 and R-2 zoning districts.  He stated that an Inn as defined by the Town’s Land Development Regulations is, “A building or buildings designed and occupied as the more or less temporary abiding place for individuals who are, for compensation, lodged with or without meals, and in which provision is not generally made for cooking in individual rooms or suites and in which no more than four guest rooms are available for guests, and no more than eight guests are at one time, except for minors in the company of adult guest.”  Additionally, he stated that the only difference between an Inn and a Bed and Breakfast is that the owner of the B&B resides on the premises.
Mayor Proctor opened the Joint Public Hearing of the Council and Planning Commission and invited comments in support of or against the proposed amendment to the Land Development Regulations to allow Inns as a special use permit in R-1 and R-2 zoning districts.  Jennifer Brown asked (1) if there would be special parking requirements, (2) how long would guests stay, and (3) how this is different than allowing foster care in a home.  The Town Manager advised that parking would have to comply with the parking requirements as specified in the Town’s Land Development Regulations, the Council could stipulate how long guests would be permitted to stay when issuing the special use permit, and this is a totally separate use from foster care. Having confirmed there was no one in attendance wishing to speak either in favor of or in opposition to the proposed amendment, Mayor Proctor closed the public hearing and asked for the recommendation of the Planning Commission.
The Planning Commission then convened and briefly discussed the proposed amendment to the Land Development Regulations.  Member Gene Nesselrodt commented that he really does not feel there is a need for Inns in the Town.  Member Kathy Boase stated that she is supportive of the use, but would want stipulations placed on specific permits governing the length of time anyone could stay.  Member Steve Shifflett concurred with Mrs. Boase and stated that it is his understanding that each request for an inn would be considered individually.   After additional discussion, Planning Commission Chairman Tom Buskirk advised that it is the general consensus of the Commission to recommend approval of an amendment to the Land Development Regulations which would allow Inns as a special use permit in R-1 and R-2 districts.
Having heard the Planning Commission’s recommendation, Mayor Proctor invited Council action.  Council member Leslie Fulk stated that with regard to the specific area on Louisa Street where the owner wishes to have an inn, he is concerned about lighting, as well as the property being unsupervised.
Town Attorney Donald Showalter clarified that tonight’s hearing is only addressing amending the Town’s Land Development Regulations to include provisions for Inns in residential areas.  He stated that the only thing needing to be considered at this time is if the Council wants to have provisions for Inns as a special use.  He further clarified that none of the concerns mentioned are relevant at this time and should be addressed as individual special use permits are applied for.
Fred M. Olson III moved, seconded by Richard E. Fulk, to approve AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS OF THE TOWN OF BROADWAY, VIRGINIA, TO PERMIT INNS AS A SPECIAL USE IN THE R-1 AND R-2 ZONING DISTRICTS AND CREATING NEW SECTIONS 611.03-10 AND 612.03-10 THEREOF, ALL TO ACCOMPLISH THE SAME, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment A.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Aye
Old Business:
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reported on the following items of Old Business:

· Committee Meetings Needed:  Parks & Recreation, Streets & Properties, and Utilities Committee meetings are needed to address various issues.  It was announced that all three committees would meet on March 10, 2014 starting at 6:00 p.m.  
· Little League Ballfields:  Will be addressed as part of committee report.
· Springbrook Road Water Line:  The contractor has finished this project, but is having difficulty with meeting the pressure testing requirement.  They are continuing to work on the issue and the line will, hopefully, be up and running in the very near future.
· Groundwater Investigation:  Emery and Garrett was in town today and Phase 2 actually has begun.  
Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman Doug Harpine reported that the recent inclement weather has delayed work on the little league ball fields, but Town staff is confident that the project will be ready for the league’s opening day on April 5th.  He stated that footers for the dugouts will be poured next week, fencing is here and ready to be installed, and as soon as the weather clears, manpower will be needed to fill in the infield dirt.
Finance Committee:
Chairman Richard Fulk stated that his committee will meet on March 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
Personnel/Police Committee:
Chairman Leslie Fulk reported that his committee met on February 10, 2014 and thoroughly reviewed a budget request from Police Chief Collins for an additional police officer.  Mr. Fulk stated that the committee was presented very detailed information explaining the reasoning and justification for an additional officer.  Mr. Fulk concluded by stating that the committee decided to table any decision at this time, since the impact on the upcoming budget is unknown, but agreed to consider the request as a part of budget discussions.  A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of February is included in the minutes as Attachment B.
Streets & Properties Committee:
No report.
Utilities Committee:

No report.  A copy of the water production report for the month of February is included in the minutes as Attachment C.
BHP:
Council representative Fred Olson reported that the BHP Board met on February 24, 2014 and discussed a number of upcoming events including the following:
· Easter Egg Hunt – April 12, 2014 Time TBA

· Red, White & Brew Fest – May 3, 2014 from 1:00-6:00 p.m.

· Gary Post Fishing Day – May 10, 2014; Rain date May 17, 2014

 He stated that the group is also considering doing some type of summer series in the park, such as movies, etc.  He concluded by stating that volunteers are needed for all events and the Board’s next meeting will be held March 31, 2014.

Planning Commission Report:
No report.
New Business:

There were no items of new business.
Public Comment:
Bonnie Caplinger, stating on behalf of neighbor Katrina Turney who was unable to attend the meeting, asked why the stop sign at the end of Eisenhower Drive has been replaced with a yield sign. Councilman Doug Harpine advised that upon request of many of the residents in that area, he had asked the Town Manager to replace the sign, as no one seemed to be abiding by it and it is a very low traffic area.

Dawn Turner expressed concern about the manner in which she had been notified concerning removing snow from the sidewalk in front of her house. Additionally, she expressed concern about the elderly risking their health in doing so.  She also asked why the Town cannot remove snow from all sidewalks in the Town.

Mr. O’Brien explained that Town officials are very lenient with snow removal from sidewalks and try to be consistent in advising residents, usually with a phone call or visit from Town police.
Lisa Funkhouser suggested coordinating with high school students who may need community service hours or who may simply want to volunteer to help out.

Matt Funkhouser inquired as to when Springbrook Road will be completed.  Mr. O’Brien advised that the project would be completed once the ground conditions improve and crews are able to be back on site.
Other Business:
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
                                                             Mayor
Timothy S. Proctor
                                                               Clerk
Marla W. Kline, MMC
