
BROADWAY TOWN COUNCIL


May 6, 2014

The Broadway Town Council met in regular session on May 6, 2014 in the Council Chambers of the Broadway Municipal Building.  The following members were present:  Mayor Timothy S. Proctor and Council Members Chad L. Comer, Leslie E. Fulk, Richard E. Fulk, Douglas W. Harpine, and Beverly L. London.  Councilman Fred M. Olson III was absent.  The following Planning Commission members were present:  Kathy Boase, Tom Buskirk, Gene Nesselrodt, and Steve Shifflett.  The following staff members were present: Town Manager Kyle D. O’Brien, Clerk/Treasurer Marla W. Kline, Town Attorney Donald Showalter, and Police Chief Randy Collins. Also in attendance were Eugene Bare, Nick Bare, Jennifer Brown, Bonnie Caplinger, Linda Crider, Gail Gutschmidt, Rebecca Halterman, Kay Kibler, John Long, Jr., Rita Long, Travis Rogers, Wendy Rogers, Nick Ropp, Virginia Saylor, Darlene Sites, John Sites, Greg Turner, Chris Turney, and Tony Wilt.

Mayor Timothy S. Proctor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the U. S. Flag and invocation.
Approval of Minutes and Bills:
Richard E. Fulk moved, seconded by Beverly L. London, to adopt the minutes of the April 1, 2014 session of Council, and to authorize payment of bills in the amount of $319,601.01.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:
Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Absent
Presentation, Delegate Tony Wilt:

Mayor Proctor stated that Delegate Tony Wilt is in attendance to make a presentation and invited Mr. Wilt to address the Council.  Mr. Wilt stated that firstly, he is glad to see the number of citizens in attendance at the meeting and connecting with their legislative body.  He stated that on behalf of the House of Delegates and Senate, he is in attendance to honor former Mayor John F. Long, Jr. with a resolution recently adopted by the Virginia General Assembly. He reminded everyone that former Mayor Long, a respected longtime public servant in the Town of Broadway and Rockingham County, retired as the Mayor in 2014.  He then called upon Mr. Long to come forward and presented him with the resolution expressing the General Assembly’s admiration for his wise leadership and contributions to the Town of Broadway and Rockingham County.

Joint Public Hearing-Special Use Permit, Home Occupation, 209 Buchanan Drive:
Mayor Proctor stated that the Town has received an application from Wendy Rogers for a home occupation at 209 Buchanan Drive.  He advised that the Town’s Ordinance, as it relates to home occupations, categorizes the permit as either Personal Service or Non Personal Service.  He explained that in this case, since clients would be visiting the house, it is classified as a Personal Service Home Occupation, and as such would require a Special Use Permit.  He stated that Mrs. Rogers is a certified masseuse and currently operates her business in Harrisonburg; but, because of an illness with her daughter, she would like to relocate her business to her home in Broadway.  He reminded members that as with all Special Use Permits, the Council may place any conditions as deemed appropriate as part of the approval process.
Mayor Proctor opened the Joint Public Hearing of the Council and Planning Commission and invited comments in support of or against the proposed Special Use Permit.  Mrs. Rogers stated that if the home occupation is approved, she would only have one client at a time with a maximum of five people per day.  She further clarified that she only works Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Bonnie Caplinger, Becky Halterman, Chris Turney, and Nick Ropp, all residents of Heritage Hills Subdivision, spoke in support of Mrs. Roger’s request.  Council member Bev London advised that she has received several calls from different residents within the subdivision who were not able to be in attendance at the public hearing, but have expressed concerns regarding traffic and the safety of children in the neighborhood.  She stated that there are also concerns that granting this special use permit may set a precedent.  
Town Attorney Donald Showalter clarified that granting a Special Use Permit does not establish a precedent as each application is considered and each permit is approved on an individual basis.
Doug Harpine stated that as a resident of Eisenhower Drive, he truly does not feel there is a traffic problem in the neighborhood and does not feel this proposed use will have any impact.

Chad Comer stated that he knows Mrs. Rogers is a professional and as a result of health issues she has had to deal with, he certainly empathizes with her desire to relocate her business.

Bonnie Caplinger stated that she feels anyone adamantly opposed to the request should be in attendance to express their specific concerns.

Having confirmed there was no one else in attendance wishing to speak either in favor of or in opposition to the proposed request, Mayor Proctor closed the public hearing and asked for the recommendation of the Planning Commission.
The Planning Commission then convened and discussed the proposed request.    Members concurred that they feel comfortable approving the permit as long as the business is operated on a Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. schedule.  Chairman Tom Buskirk mentioned that he would like assurance that the permit would not convey with the property, should the property be sold.  After a brief discussion, Planning Commission Chairman Tom Buskirk advised that it is the unanimous decision of the Commission to recommend approval of the proposed home occupation request with stipulations as discussed.
Having heard the Planning Commission’s recommendation, Mayor Proctor invited Council action.  Richard E. Fulk moved, seconded by Chad L. Comer, to approve a Special Use Permit submitted by Wendy Rogers for a home occupation permit at 209 Buchanan Drive with conditions that hours of operation will only be allowed Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. with only one client permitted at any one time, conveyance of the Special Use Permit will not be allowed and would terminate should the property transfer hands, and Council shall review the permit in six months.  The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Absent
Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Public Hearing-2014/2015 Fiscal Year Budget:
Mayor Proctor stated that as required by state law, the proposed budget for fiscal year 2014-2015 was printed in summary form and properly advertised at least seven days prior to the public hearing in the Daily News Record.  He stated that the total amount of the budget is $4,916,100.  Mayor Proctor opened the Public Hearing and asked Town Manager Kyle O’Brien to present the proposed budget.
Mr. O’Brien then provided a power point presentation and familiarized everyone with the proposed budget.
He stated that the proposed Fiscal Year 2015 Budget, which has been prepared in accordance with all applicable federal and state laws, totals $4,916,100 for all funds and is balanced.  He then provided the following overview of the budget:

General Fund:
Total general fund revenues are $1,737,400.  This reflects $111,000 in reserve funds being used to finish improvements to the community park.  There are no proposed changes to real estate or personal property tax rates.  Sales tax continues to rise moderately for the third straight year, while personal property revenue continues to remain steady.  There is no increase in the 10 cents per pack cigarette tax, which is covering the Town’s debt service.
Expenditures for the general fund total $1,737,400, with street maintenance accounting for the significant portion of this fund.  There is funding for minor street improvements to include some paving and patching, as well as a dump truck purchase.  The proposed budget does not include any new initiatives, but does finalize improvements to the community park, which will essentially result in a “brand new” park facility.  There are no proposed increases in tax rates or for trash collection.  

Water Fund:

Total water fund revenue is $538,500 and includes a 3% increase in water rates, which equates to $1.26 per billing cycle for the average user.  This budget includes a proposed increase of $500 in connection fees. 

Total expenditures of $538,500 are increasing by 16.07%.  This budget reflects continuing to purchase 50,000 gallons of water per day from the co-op. and continuing implementation of new touch read water meters.  This budget includes funding for only minor capital improvements including replacement of a water line on Route 259 (W. Lee St.) from the Dollar General Store to the 7-11 convenience store.
Sewer Fund:

Total sewer fund revenues are $2,640,200.  There is no proposed increase in user fees; however, this budget does include a $500 increase in connection fees.  Sewer fund revenue continues to include the contracted rates with Pilgrim’s Pride, Cargill, and the Towns of New Market and Timberville.  Total revenue is almost identical to that of the current year.
Total expenditures of $2,640,200 are fairly consistent with the current year and this is the fourth consecutive year that sewer fund expenditures are decreasing slightly.  This budget includes minor capital improvements as well as some contingency built in.  There are significant ongoing expenses including utilities, sludge removal, chemicals, and debt services.
He concluded by stating that the proposed budget is balanced in accordance with state statutes, and revenues are based on conservative estimates, while expenditures are based on historical data, as well as actual proposed costs.  The proposed budget continues the Town’s fiscal prudence, while continuing to provide the highest quality service that its citizens have come to expect.

Mayor Proctor thanked Mr. O’Brien for the presentation and invited comments in support of or in opposition to the proposed budget.
Greg Turner stated that he feels a $500 increase in connection fees is too high.  He stated that with added increases to construction costs, there is little room for a builder to make any money as it currently is. 
Having confirmed there was no one else in attendance wishing to speak either in favor of or in opposition to the proposed budget, Mayor Proctor closed the public hearing and advised that state regulations require that the budget public hearing and adoption of a budget be held on different dates and noted that no action can be taken during this meeting.  He stated that adoption of the budget will be necessary as a part of the regular June Council meeting.  A copy of the proposed budget is included in the minutes as Attachment A.
Public Hearing-Fiscal Year 2013/2014 Budget Amendment:
Mayor Proctor stated that the next order of business is consideration of a budget amendment for fiscal year 2013/2014.  Mr. O’Brien stated that as required by state law, a budget amendment that exceeds 1% of total expenditures or $500,000, whichever is lesser, shall require a public hearing.  He advised, however, that unlike adopting a full fiscal year budget, the amendment may be adopted at the same meeting the public hearing is held.  He explained that the purpose of this amendment is to account for revenue from the IDA, expenditures at the new baseball fields, purchase of the Police Department building (old library) from Rockingham County, groundwater study, Heritage Hills water line, highway funding (sidewalk project carried over from last year), and wastewater pumps and repairs.
Mayor Proctor opened the Public Hearing and invited comments in support of or against the proposed budget amendment.  Having confirmed there was no one in attendance wishing to speak either in favor of or in opposition to the proposed amendment, Mayor Proctor closed the public hearing and invited Council action.  Douglas W. Harpine moved, seconded by Beverly L. London,  to adopt the amendment budget amounts for fiscal year 2013/2014 as follows:








FY 2014

FY 2014








Adopted

Amended

Revenue:



General Fund



$ 1,595,900

$ 1,916,500



Water Fund



      522,800

      663,800



Sewer Fund



   2,617,700

   2,707,700




Total Revenue

$ 4,736,400

$ 5,288,000


Expenditures:



General Fund




General/Administrative

$    479,600

$    479,600



  
Public Safety


      341,800

      381,800




Highways & Streets

      435,000

      565,600




Parks & Recreation

      111,500

      261,500




Sanitation


      187,000

      187,000




Debt Service


        41,000

        41,000



Enterprise Funds:





Water Fund


$    522,800

$   663,800




Sewer Fund


$ 2,617,700

$ 2,707,700




Total Expenditures
$ 4,736,400

$ 5,288,000

The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Absent
Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Old Business:
Town Manager Kyle O’Brien reported on the following items of Old Business:

· Committee Meetings Needed:  Properties, Finance, and Utilities committee meetings are needed this month.
· Little League Ballfields:  Despite the recent rains, progress is continuing to be made on this project.  The lower field is very close to being ready to play and completion of the upper field is not far behind.
Committee Reports:

Parks & Recreation Committee:
Chairman Doug Harpine reported that as result of weather-related interruptions, the Little League ball fields are not complete yet.  He stated that as a result, it was the decision of the committee to postpone the official dedication until the spring of 2015.  He thanked Mr. O’Brien for the weekend work he put in assisting Public Works Director Chad Dellinger on the fields and stated that he again wanted to public acknowledge all of the efforts Mr. Dellinger has put into this project.
Finance Committee:
Chairman Richard Fulk thanked committee members, as well as others from Council and staff, who participated in the budget planning meetings.
Personnel/Police Committee:
No report.  A copy of an activities report for the police department for the month of April is included in the minutes as Attachment B.  
Streets & Properties Committee:
Chairman Chad Comer reported that the committee met on April 10th and reviewed staff’s recommendation for paving this year.  He stated that the committee also agreed to review the streets and sidewalks themselves to determine if they feel there are any other additional issues needing to be addressed this year.
Utilities Committee:

No report.  A copy of the water production report for the month of April is included in the minutes as Attachment C.
BHP:
Mr. O’Brien reported that the Red, White and Brew Fest was held on May 3, 2014 and despite a lower turnout of people than was expected, the event was still a success.  The next festival is scheduled for June 13, 2014.
Planning Commission Report:
No report.
New Business:

Mr. O’Brien advised that as all members are aware, the Town is in the process of refinancing $200,000 of debt the Town has through BB&T.  He noted that this debt is the remainder of a $450,000 project whereby an outfall line was installed across the river at the wastewater plant.  He advised that the lower interest rate will save the Town significantly.  Beverly L. London moved, seconded by Douglas W. Harpine, to adopt an ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A $200,000 TOWN OF BROADWAY, VIRGINIA GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BOND (OUTFALL PROJECT), SERIES 2014, AND PROVIDING THE FORM AND DETAILS THEREOF, a copy of which is included in the minutes as Attachment D. The motion was approved with the following recorded roll call vote:

Chad L. Comer

Aye 

Leslie E. Fulk


Aye

Richard E. Fulk

Aye

Douglas W. Harpine

Aye


Beverly L. London

Aye

Fred M. Olson III

Absent
Timothy S. Proctor

Aye
Mr. O’Brien announced that the Town, in conjunction with Broadway Hometown Partnership, and Donald Piel, a resident in the Town, will be sponsoring a fireworks show on June 28, 2014 at 9:30 p.m. at Broadway High School in celebration of the 4th of July.
Public Comment:
Bonnie Caplinger stated that the Piels’ who are helping sponsor the fireworks scheduled in June have set up accounts at Farmers & Merchants Bank and United Bank where contributions will be accepted.
Linda Crider commented that she is having continuous problems with wild animals and asked what could be done.  Police Chief Collins advised that the department has traps that they will loan to residents to assist with the problem.

Chris Turney, a resident of 191 Eisenhower Drive in Heritage Hills Subdivision, requested that the yield sign that was recently installed on Eisenhower be changed back to a stop sign.  The matter was referred to the Streets Committee.
Jennifer Brown stated that she is continuing to have problems with balls getting in her stormwater ditch.  She also noted that she has been having a problem with something being put in her sewer lines and she has letters from state certified officials confirming this.  Mayor Proctor asked her to provide copies of the letters to the Town Manager in order for the Town to pursue the matter.

Greg Turner inquired as to who maintains Creekside Drive, noting that improvements are needed.  The matter was referred to the Streets Committee for consideration. 

Other Business:
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
                                                             Mayor
Timothy S. Proctor
                                                               Clerk
Marla W. Kline, MMC
